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very face, in the strongest terms, set forth that its 
ynly object is to provide the means of ascertaining 
whether any unauthorized steps have been taken 
by any person to impair the force and validity of 
the treaty, and prevent its being carried out in 
-ood faith, as the Senate intended when they rati- 
fied it? 

All three of the Senators to whom I havealluded, 
as assailants upon the Senator from Michigan, 
have preceeded upon the presumption that the 
American people are not to be trusted with a 
knowledge of their own affairs. We have found 
them, not only now, but formerly, opposing every 
proposition which looks to the full exposition of 
the true state of public affairs before the people of 
the United States; and, without intending to rouse 
anything like party feeling, permit me to say to 
the honorable Senator from Tennessee, that I think 
he will find in the disposition manifested by the 
party to which he belongs, not to trust to the vir- 
tue, the intelligence, and patriotism of the Ameri- 
can people, by submitting everything affecting 
their interest to their full examination and consid- 
eration, the reason why it is so seldom that the 
American people have trusted the party*to which 
he belongs, and of which he is so distinguished a 
leader. Facts show that the tendency of the policy 
of that party has been not to throw all the facts 
before the people which are necessary to give 
them a fair opportunity to form a correct judg- 
ment, proceeding upon the supposition that the 
American people are not sufficiently virtuous, in- 
telligent, and patriotic to be intrusted with the 
information, and to reflect back such a judgment 
upon the two Houses of Congress, as shall prop- 
erly, wisely, and successfully, control the action 
of both of these bodies. 

Mr. BELL. I desire to call the attention of 
the Senator to one fact. There are gentlemen on 
this side of the Chamber who have introduced 
resolutions calling for information, and in open 
session, too, and voted for them, and for their pub- 
lication. I put that striking fact to him; and I 
may add, that I think he has done injustice to 
honorable Senators, with whom Iam more inti- 
mately connected than with others, to say that 
they want to conceal any facts, orany knowledge, 
from the people, which it is in our power to give, 
upon this subject. I beg to say, in regard to this 
resolution, that I did not object to it because I 
objected to any further inquiry into the facts in 
relation to this treaty, but because it involved the 
power in the Committee on Foreign Relations to 
go even so far as to propose to give notice of the 
repeal of that treaty. 

Mr. BORLAND. The honorable Senator says 
he has made no opposition to all these inquiries. 
If the party to which he belongs, as represented 
here, has made no opposition, I would like to 
know where the opposition has come from? Why 
is not this resolution passed if there is no opposi- 
tion to further investigation of the subject ? hat 
valid objection can the Senator have, except upon 
the ground I have assumed, that the Committee on 

Foreign Relations should gather up all the facts 
they can, and lay them before the Senate for its 
action, and before the country for its information ? 
It seems to me there is no meaning in the Sen- 
ator’s opposition, and there is no meaning in the 
opposition of the Senator from North Carolina, 
to the action propoeed by the Senator from Mich- 
gan, unless this be so, as I take it those gentle- 
men do not make an opposition here without some 
meaning, and some purpose. I might be doin 
them great injustice in my own estimation, if] 
Were to assume that they got up to talk for talk’s 
sake, and not for the purpose of subserving the 
public interests, by opposing a measure which, in 
their opinions, is fraught with evil to the country. 
In order to account for their opposition, I went 
back and looked for somegeneral principle of action, 
which has always seemed tome to control those 
Senators, and the party to which they belong, in 
making objections to such measures generally. If 
Tam not able now to specify any particular act, I 
appeal to the Senate, and to the American people, 


to say whether such has not been the tendency of | 
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the course pursued by the party to which those 
gentlemen belong, and whether such has not been 
the judgment of the American people in the sen- 
tence of condemnation they have passed over and 
over again, and again very recently, upon that 
party. I think it is because the leaders of that 
party have never appreciated the true character of 
the American mind, the capacity of the people for 
judging of their own affairs, and their readiness 
and determination always to exercise the judg- 
ment and right which belong to them in these 
matters. They have failed to establish themselves 
in the confidence of the American people, and 
always will fail. By chance, occasionally | know 
they slip into power, but only four years roll by 
before, by an increased majority, they are hurled 
from power. 

Now, Mr. President, the Senator from Michi- 
gan, if not actually denounced here a the Senators 
who have opposed his proposition, has been held 
up to the American people as a man ready and 
desirous, without regard to consequences, to hurry 
this country into a war, or to exhibit himself to 
the Senate and the world in the attitude of bully- 
ing and blustering against the world. 

Mr. MANGUM. | have never said so. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator himself may 
not have said so, but I apprehend that those who 
heard, and those who will read his remarks, will 
draw no inference but that such is the position in 
which he has attempted to place the Senator from 
Michigan. 

Mr. President, as I said before, it is not for me 
to defend the Senator from Michigan, but I will 
say for myself, that 1 do not think I can be mis- 
taken in that et which I feel in my heart 
that I have with an overwhelming majority of the 
American people for the sentiments which he has 
expressed in the cougse of this discussion. And 
those especially which he presented yesterday, 
with so much force and eloquence, will find a re- 
sponse in the hearts of this people which will come 
back to him in words of approval, which will be 
enough to satisfy his ambition or that of any other 
man, though he might aspire even to the clouds. 
He needs no higher eulogy than his own senti- 
ments, expressed yesterday, will gain for him 
from every man, from one end of the Union to the 
other, who has an American heart in his bosom. 
I must confess, sir, that in the commencement of 
this discussion, I did not see so much of practical 
value in the resolution, and as I said to tf 
tor at first, I did not know, when we commenced 
this series of investigations, whether I was dis- 
posed or prepared to go fully along with him; but 
the discussion, and the manner in which he has 
presented the subject, and the kind of opposition 
which has been aroused against him, has excited 
in me, if not a more enlightened understanding of 
the subject, a more American feeling, which will 
Per me to sustain every proposition he makes. 

do not believe he can carry it further than I 
would follow, and gladly follow him. Sir, permit 
me to say—and I trust it will not be out of place— 
that though for some years po I may not have 
given to the course pursued by that distinguished 
Senator such a full and cordial approval in my 
judgment as my heart has prompted, yet within 
the last two or three days, and especially yester- 
day, he has said and done enough to bind me to 
him in all time to come, and to cause me to feel 
that wherein I have differed from him heretofore, 
I should distrust my own judgment, and be more 
cautious in the future when my views differ from 
his. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to make an inquiry. 
How can we get clear of this resolution, so that 
we may take up the Pacific railroad bill? 

The PRESIDENT. By making the motion 
that it lie on the table. 

Mr. GWIN. I make that motion. 

Mr. CASS asked for the yeas and nays on the 
motion; and they were ordered; and being taken 
resulted—yeas 9, nays 37; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Dawson, Fish, Gwin, Houston, Man- 
gum, Morton, Spruance, Wade, and Weller—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bel!, Borland, Brad 


1e Sena- | 
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bury, Bright, Brodhead, Brooke, Butier, Cass, Chariton 
Chase, Clarke, De Saussure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of Lowa, Downs, Felch, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hale, Hamlin, 
Hunter, James, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mal 
lory, Mason, Miller, Norris, Pettit, Sebastian, Seward, 
soulé, Sumner, Underwood, and Walker—37. 

So the motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was rejected, : 

The PRESIDENT. The question recurs on 
postponing the consideration of the 
until the 4th of March. 

Mr. HALE. Does that open the merits of the 
whole ¢ uestion to discussion ? 

The PRESIDENT. 
the Chair. 

Mr. HALE. I have a few words to say ot 
this subject, but I shall endeavor to make what I 
have to say practical. I think Senators—and | say 
it with creat deference and diffidence—are mistaken 
in their understanding of the true position which 
the Constitution intended they should take. It 
was intended that this should be a conservative, 
deliberative body: and therefore the Constitution 
prescribes that no gentleman who has not attained 
the venerable age of thirty years shall be a mem 
ber of it. The House of Representatives was 
intended to be the arena in which ambitious 
young men should exhibit their talents, and make 
remarks to commend themselves to the popular 


1 
resoiutvion 


It does, in the opinion of 


favor; but this body was intended to be a practi 
cal, deliberative body. I fear we are departing a 
little from the spirit of the Constitution in this 


respect. 

I want to say a word or two on this resolution 
and I intend to preface it by saying that I enter- 
tain as kind feelings towards the Senator from 
Michigan as the Senator from Arkansas does, but 
I shall not express them this morning, because I 
think the Senator from Arkansas has given the 
Senator from Michigan as 
digest to-day. {Laughter.] 
serve mine for another Sut, sm, the 
honorable Senator from Arkansas began his re- 
marks by saying that he would not strike the 
vanquished, neither would he dig open a grave to 
exhume a dead body; and as soon as he had made 
that preface, the rest of the speech was a pell-mell! 
attack upon the Whig party, from which I sup 
pose we are to understand that the Whig party is 
neither vanquished nor dead, because he would 
not attack the one nor exhume the other. 

jut now, as to this resolution and this debate, 
I am opposed to the wholeof it. lar very sorry 
to differ from men who know so much more thaa 
I do, but I will tell you why | am opposed to it 
In 1850, and about that time, there was a great 
alarm got up that the union of these States was 
in danger—in great danger. I think I have heard 
men with serious faces, since then, say that they 
were actually frightened at that time; and, sir, 
there has been a great meed of merit awarded to 
those patriotic citizens that stepped forward at 
that period, and, at great personal risk, saved the 
Union. Now I am taught by experience, and | 
will tell you what I see in the future. I see that 
by-and-by some of those patriots will come for- 
ward, and represent that this country was on the 
verge of a war—a tremendous war—with Great 
Britain, whose navy is so powerful that one of 
her ships is able to beat the whole of ours, and 
that they came forward, and, at great personal 
risk, threw themselves into the breach, and saved 
the country from that war—just exactly as the 
Union was saved three years ago. I think we 
are in as much danger of getting into war as we 
were of losing the Union three years ago-——just 
exactly about as much; and it requires as much 
patriotic self-sacrifice to preserve peace as it did 
to preserve the Union. Let me express my convic- 
tions. Thereare some people who place confidence 
in what I say; it is true they are very few, but they 
have a right to be protected under the Constitu 
tion. I want to say to those peaple that there i: 
no sort of danger in the worid of a war with Great 
Britain. I should not have said so, if 1 had not 
read the Pickwick Papers, where there is a way 
suggested in which most violent, most provoking, 
and most offensive things may be eald, and an 
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outsider would think that the blood was up, and 
the choler moved, and nothing but blood would 
answer; but when said in the Pickwickian sense, 
the thing 1s understood. I take it that all that 
has been said here was in a Pickwickian sense— 
every syllable of it. I do not suppose that there 
is any ventieman here that has the remotest idea 
of a collision with Great Britain. My only fear 
ia, that there is not enough even to bring it up Lo 
the dignity of the Pickwickian standard. That is 
my fear. & think that they are not only belittiing 
the subject, but they are belittling Pickwick him- 
self, by giving out these fears and dreadful mis- 
givings and apprehensions of a war with Great 
is there—I ask Senators to look 
there in the present aspect of affairs; 
what is there in the circumstances that belong to 
our intercourse with Great Britain, to give occa- 
If there is nothing—if 
nil the duties which belong to the relations that 
we sustain to one another are performed both by 
Great britain and us, without the least collision, 
why express these apprehensions? Why, sir, 
what news did the last arrival from England bring 
us, while we are here with solemn faces standing 
up as American Senators, and surveying the tre- 
mendous responsibilities that rest upon us, In 
view of the alarming aspect of public afiairs? 
W hut do we see in the last accounts from Eng- 
land? I said the other day, that [ did not read 
the papers, and I do not do so often; but I did 
happen to take up one containing the account of 
that arrival. Why, sir, the great news of inter- 
est—it is so stated in one of the leading dailies of 
New York sa splendid banquet given in Liver- 
pool to the American Minister at the Court of St. 
James, at which the first toast drank was, ‘* The 
Queen: the next, ** The President of the United 
>and they went further—they not mnly com- 
pliimented the Queen i id the present President, 
but, with patriotic forecast, which I think they 
must have gathered from some indications here, 
even complimented the incoming President; and 
then, after exhausting their eulogies upon the 
Queen, and the President, and the t’resident elect, 
they took our representative, the Flon. Mr. Inger- 
soll, and put it onto him about as thick as the 
Senator 
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sion for the least alarm? 


State 


from Arkansas put it on to the Senator 
from Michigan this morning. [{Laughter.] 

Now, sir, this is the real state of the facts, here 
and abroad; and when in our hearts we know— 
why, the honorable Senator from Michigan knows 
it himself—that we are in fo sort of danger, what 
is the use of getting up this tempest; at this time, 
too, when the Senator from California [Mr. Gwin] 
is so anxious about his railroad bill? Why, sir, 
there is more of a tempest now in his bosom about 
his Pacific railroad, than there is about these diffi- 
culties with England. Why should we be talking 
about those difficulties when he sits so impatient 
under it? I venture to say that he—I do not think 
anybody else in the Senate does—listens even to 
me with impatience, because he wants to get his 
railroad bill up. [Laughter.] I say while this is 
the case, why do we distress ourselves about these 
resolutions, in rerard to which, as the honorable 
Senator from Tennessee |Mr. Bex] has said, 
even the cool, dienified reserve of the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis] has 
been so excited, I suppose by a sort of mesmeric 
sympathy, that he has come into the melée, and 
said something that sounds like war to the ears of 
the Senator from Tennessee; and the honorable Sen- 
tor from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] gotup to counsel 

eace, and declared war before he sat down? 
{Laughter.] Sir, that is the result of the subject 
upon which we are talking. It impels us to it; 
and I am not certain that, if I should talk much 
longer, I might not say some imprudent thing. 
Therefore I will sit down, with but the expres- 
sion of the hope, that we will go at something 
practical—that railroad bill for instance. I am 
for it 

Mr. GWIN. That is right. 

Mr. HALE. And the homestead bill, which 
the honorable Senator from lowa [Mr. Donge] 
has so much at heart; and which I have as much 
at heart as he, though I am not so ambitious as 
he is, and therefore I have stood back and let him 
take the lead; but I say to him that [am a fol- 
lower in regard to that bill, and if I do not make 
speeches, I will give the magic influence of a vote 
to sustain him. 





THE 


For these reasons, I am opposed to giving much | 





time to the discussion of subjects of this sort now. 
l am for something practical, and when honorable 
Senators—1 will not name any, for that would be 
invidious—but if there are any, undera conscious 
sense of their own merits, and of their own sa- 
gacity, and of their own power to lay out those 
merits and that sagacity before the country, want 
an opportunity to do it, | think there ought to be 
some other occasion taken, and let those of us 
work who are really determined, and want to do 
the business of the Senate. My friend from Rhode 
Island [Mr. CLarke] feels that he has but a little | 
time to stay here, and he wants to signalize it by 
a devotion to the best interests of the country, and 
not in listening to this sort of speeches. J am in 
the same situation; and I crave of those ambitious 
men—honorably ambitious, | mean—to forbear 
those displays, and come to the work of the Sen- 
ate. For these reasons I shall go for the post- 
postment of this resolution until the 4th of March. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, lam a 
** matter-of-fact man.’’ I desire to make a few 
remarks in reply to what has been said by the 
Senator from Arkansas, who has thought proper 
to make an attack upon the Whig party. wish 
to vindicate that party, in a very few words, from 
the charges which he has made against it, and to 
prove that it is notin that miserable minority which 
he has assigned to it. 1 shall turn the tables upon 
him by a few plain facts, showing that his party 
is exactly in that situation. Now, sir, how many 
votes did General Pierce receive? Look at the 
tables which have been published, and you will find 
that he received less than 1,500,000. How many 
voters are there in the United States? Sir, for 
other purposes, I applied at the Census Bureau to 
ascertain the number of free white males over the 
age of owenty-one years, and I found there were in 
1850, the date of the census, upwards of 4,800,000. 
You have, then, less than one third of the voting 
population of the United States, who elected the 
candidate of the Democratic party. And yet we 
are perpetually taunted with the declaration that 
we, the Whigs, have been overwhelmed with de- 
feat, and that you, the Democrats, are in a triumph- 
ant majority. ‘Thus the Democratic party con- 
trive to make a triumphant majority, by electing 
their candidate with the votes of less than a third 
of the voting population of the United States. 
Such is the state of facts. Sir, you might get every 
electoral vote, provided you could get a majority 
of one in the popular vote in each State of the 
Union—and a majority of one has sometimes 
elected a Governor of a State—I say you might 
get every electoral vote save those of one State, 
and yet be in a considerable minority of the peo- 
ple of the United States. Lrose to state these facts, 
and to show this boasting party, which is so con- 
stantly taunting us with being in a miserable mi- 
nority, that when the amount of support which it 
received is compared with the whole voting popu- 
lation of the United States, that party occupies 


the very position which it so constantly attempts | 


to assign to us. 
It may be said in reply, that if the whole popu- 


lation had voted, the relative proportion which | 


each party would have received would have been 
the same; and that is the only reply which can be 
made to the facts I have presented. The fact that 
the people did not go to the polls and vote, shows 
a dissatisfaction, if I may be allowed the expres- 
sion, with both the great parties; and if I had 
time, | could show the foundation of that dissat- 
isfaction. But I will not go into it. I will, how- 
ever, state the fact, that in the State of Kentucky, 
where the whole voting population was 163,005 in 
1852, according to the official report of the State 
Auditor, only 111,617 went to the polls at the late 


presidential election, leaving 51,388,.or nearly one | 


third, who did not vote at all. I know some of 
the reasons which kept them at home, but I will 
not go into that subjectnow. Thereis no ground 
for contending that the proportion of votes would 
have been the same had all the voters gone to the 
polls. 
Sir, General Pierce isin a minority of 47,000 in 
the New England States, of the actual votes given, 
_ if you will put the votes which the gentleman who 
occupies the seat to my left [Mr. =o received, 
with those of General Scott. And if you take 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 
and Maryland, with them, he will still be in a mi- 
nority of more than 30,000 of the votes actually 
given. You may earry on these calculations 
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throughout the whole of the Atlantic Star 
it will be found that General Pierce did not ob:9;, 
half the votes cast in those States. Sir to 
boasts which are made here, by way of tauntino 
us, on all occasions, have no facts upon whia? 


es, and 


. Which 
they can rest. Sir, I deny that the Whic party 
lack confidence in the viftue and intellizence of the 

i 


people. 1 deny it, and I call for proof—_— 

Mr. BORLAND. Will the honorable Sen 
permit meto say one word? I did not expect, by 
the remarks which | made, to call forth any ste 
tistical accounts of our late presidential election 
But finding a great fact before the country—q erent 
fact, 1 say—that is, that with a very few excen. 
tions, the Whig party has always been defeate; 
and as I understood, most signally and disastrous. 
ly defeated in the recent election, I undertook 2 
account for it upon a principle of political philos. 
ophy, and the one which I announced was that 
which occurred to meas beinga correct and sound 
one. If the Senator, however, undertakes to epy. 
test that point, and intends to bring forward ap 
array of statistics from the various presidential 
elections, that will open a new field of inquiry 
which will require a little time to prepare a reply. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have given the facis 

in regard to the election; and I have also riven 
the fact in regard to the number of male persons 

| over twenty-one years of age, some of whom ; 

| not be voters, in the United States, which | ob. 
tained from the Census Bureau. ‘Those facts speak 
for themselves. 

- 1 was about to conclude my remarks by stating, 
that so far as] am connected with the Whig party, 
I deny the charge that it was or is our policy to 
conceal anything from the virtue, and intelligence, 
and the knowledge of the people. So far as | 
have advocated Whig principles,and Whig policy, 
it has been always by an appeal to the virtue and 
intelligence and reason of the people. I have al- 
ways attempted to bring the facts, and nothing 
but facts, before them. Sir, before a charge of that 
sort ought to be made, the Senator from Arkansas 
should have pointed out the specification, and said, 
‘* Flere is the subject; this is the time and this the 
place, where the party that I am now assailing 
has been guilty of endeavoring to suppress a 
knowledge of facts from the people.’’ But there 

| is no specification given; there is no time, or place, 
or fact pointed to, which we can gainsay and deny; 
and after this general denial of the gentleman’s 
charge, it will be time enough to make a particu- 
lar response, when the fact, the time, the place, 
and the specifications of the indictment shall have 
| been furnished. I will furnish the reporters a 
table in relation to the recent election, to be printed 
as part of my remarks.* [See table next page.] 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on post- 
poning the further consideration of the resolution 
until the 4th of March. 
| Mr. CASS called for the yeas and nays on the 
| motion; and they were ordered; and being taken 
resulted—yeas 17, nays 29; as follows: 


|| YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bell, Brooke, Davis, 
Dawson, Fish, Geyer, Hale, Mangum, Miller, Morton, 
Seward, Smith, Spruance, Wade, and Weller—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, 
Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Charlton, Chase, Clarke, De Saus- 
sure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Felch, 
Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Houston, Jones of Tennessee, Mal- 
lory, Mason, Norris, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sum 
ner, Underwood, and Walker—29 


So the motion was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is on 
| the adoption of the resolution. 

| Mr. BUTLER. If it be in order, I will move 
| that the joint resolution submitted by the honors- 
| ble Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] which was 
under discussion yesterday, ‘declaratory of the 
‘ views of the United States respecting coloniza- 
‘tion on the continent of North America by Euro- 
‘pean Powers, and with respect to the Island of 
‘ Cuba,”’ be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, with that resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. That will not be in or 
der, as the joint resolution is not now under con- 
sideration. 

The resolution was then adopted. 
| BAIL ON MESNE PROCESS. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate, asin 
| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill ‘* concerning bail in civil causes in the 
District of Columbia.” It proposes to direct, that 
from and after its passage, no person shall be held 
to bail in the District of Columbia in any action 
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of debt, assumpsit, or other action founded’on or 
arising out of any contract or agreement, orin any 
anit or nroceeding In equity brought or prosecuted 
for enforcing the payment of any debts, or of any 
«ym or sums of money due, or claimed to be due, 
by reason of any contract or agreement; and any 
son now held to bail, or imprisoned for want 
of bail, in any such action or proceeding, shall, 
wpplication to the circuit court of the District, 
in term time, or to any judge thereof in vacation, 
iischarged on filing a common appearance. 
Mr. BUTLER. While I shall not make any 
serious opposition to this bill, it is due to myself, 
as chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to say, that [I do not concur in it. The law on 
this subject, as it now exists in the District of 
Columbia—and it is an act which was passed in 
1242 to relieve those arrested under mesne process, 


pe 


*Popular Vote in the Presidential Election in 1852. 
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23,399 533,354 pekds 
15.971 
CVI: .sdseccaccces 72,413 | - 
North Carolina........| 10 39,058 | 39,744 - 
+ South Carolina......| 8 - - 
GAG <cxcnaceannuel 10 15,798 33,888 | 11,213 
Florida, (incomplete)..| 3 1,310 | 2.652 - 
113,298 | 148,697 | 11,213 
SiS | 166 453 
124,511 24,186d 
Wie vc nc tke needa cece 23 152,406 169,160 | 31,782 
Indiana ........ smenet 13 eu,914 95,311 6.906 
t Michigan. .....0- cece 6 33,879 42,142 7,248 
FONG 5 5s 5d eee Gene ll 32,505 47.782 | 10,000 
Wisconsin............| 5 20,478 30,446 8,506 
SOWRadiiarevecns oseoo) 4 - - - 
320,182 324,841 | 64,442 
| } 64,442 384,624 - 
| 384,624 217e 
Kentucky....... eosves 12 57,466 54,151 220 
eee ee 9 28,944 36 ,642 - 
Tennessee...... enone 12 58,802 57,123 - 
AIR citcdininctiic 4 - . - 
RENO a ai odenen $s 9 15,084 26,881 2,217 
Mississippi........ 7 17,570 27,007 ‘e 
Louisiana ....... svcacy 6 17,255 13,617 - 
QO a or - - - 
California .......... 4 - “ * 
195,121 22/),421 2,437 
2,437 197,558 
4 197,558 22,863/ 





Total vote for Scott, 1,294,252; total vote for Pierce, 
ream total vote for Hale, Troup, and Webster tickets, 

(a) Majority against Pierce in New England. 

(+) Part estimated. 

(c) Majority for Pierce in these States. 

(d) Majority for Pierce in these States. 

(e) Majority for Pierce in these five States. 
get the vote of Iowa, which would increase it. 

(f) Majority for Pierce in these six States. I could not 
getthe votes of Arkansas, Texas, and California. 

* The majorities in three counties are given, and not the 
total vote. 


+The Legislature of this State casts the vote in presiden- 
tial elections. 


+The new counties in the Northern Peninsula not in- 
cluded. 

» Four counties not heard from. Majorities only given in 
some counties, and Abolition vote partly estimated. 


| This shows the vote of eighty-seven counties ; fifteen to 
be heard frem. 


I could not 
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unless frauds should be charged and set out in 
an affidavit by the plaintiff, with the facts upon 
which the charge of fraud is predicated—stands 
thus: That when the plaintiff will swear that the 
defendant fraudulently has money in his hands, 
and is about to escape from the District; or when 
he will swear positively that the defendant fraud- 
ulently made a contract, and will not comply with 
it—or, in other words, when complying with the 
requisitions of the act, he sets forth that he is a 
fraudulent debtor, the debtor may be arrested on 
mesne process. The opcration of this bill will be 
to abolish all imprisonment in the District under 
mesne process, and release all persons who are 
now under arrest under mesne process. I know 
it will pass, but [ say, | never will give a vote in 
the Senate, which, by retrospective legislation, 
can affect private rights. I know that there is an 
individual now under arrest in the District under 
mesne process on the charge of fraud; I do not 
know whether the fraud is properly charged or 
not. I believe my friend from North Carolina 
will make a very fair and full exposition of the 
matter, and if the Senate will pass the bill, [ am 
willing; but still 1 do myself the justice to say, 
that I was in the minority of the committee which 
reported it. 

Mr. BADGER. The honorable chairman of 
the committee is perfectly correct in saying that 
he was not in favor of this bill in the committee 
I will make a very brief statement of my under- 
standing of the bill, and attempt to show that it 
ought to pass; and having made that attempt, I 
shall cheerfully submit the question to the decision 
of the Senate. As the law with regard to bail in 
the District of Columbia stands now, by the act 
of 1842, to which the honorable chairman has re- 
ferred, a plaintiff in an action of debt or assump- 
sit, has a right to demand bail of the defendant 
whenever he files an affidavit, averring, in the first 
place, the amount of the action, and then either 
one of the following circumstances: First, that 
the debt was contracted by fraud or false pretense; 
or second, through a breach of trust, setting out 
the facts and circumstances out of which these 
allegations rise; or thirdly, that the defendant has 
concealed, or is concealing his property in the 
District, or elsewhere, with a view to avoid pay- 
ing the debt; or fourthly, is about to remove the 
same from the District, or from the place of his 
residence with the same view; or fifthly, that being 
a resident in the District, he is about to abscond 
without paying thedebt, and with a view to avoid 
paying the same. As the law stands, if the plain- 
tiff will make an affidavit, in which he avers any 
one of these five facts to exist, he has a richt to 
demand bail, and bail must be given, or the party 
must remain in prison till the determination of the 
suit. That is the state of the law. Now, Mr. 
President, the object of the bill under consideration 
is, that in all proceedings to recover debts purely, 
not interfering at all with actions for real torts, the 
party shall not, upon mesne process, be required 
to give bail. 

1 admit, brought up, as I have been, like th 
honorable chairman of the commitee, in the prac- 
tice of the profession where the common law pre- 
vails, I was for a long time thoroughly wedded to 
the system which imprisons a man upon the as- 
sertion of the other side that he owes money, or 
that he is disposing of his property to avoid the 
payment of it, or that he is about to remove, or 
for any other circumstance which may be allowed 
by law to be sufficient to hold the party in du- 
rance until the question shall be decided between 
them. 


But, sir, I am satisfied that the system cannot | 


be maintained without leaving the widest range 
for abuses and oppression. As the system stands 
now, compare it with proceedings in criminal 
matters. A man makes his affidavit. It is con- 
clusive, and the party arrested must give bail or 
go to prison. When he is in prison there is no 
day for his deliverance until the determination of 
the action, or the determination of the want of’ 
cause of action. But, on the contrary, if a man 
be charged with committing any crime against his 
country, however grave or serious it may be, im- 
mediately after his arrest, although the charge is 
sworn against him by an affidavit, he cannot be 
detained an hour longer than is necessary to bring 
him before an examining court to have an investi- 
gation of the case, with an opportunity to produce 
his own proof. And unless, after that examina- 
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tion, the court ts of opinion that there is a proba- 
ble cause for his detention, he ts enti‘led to be dis- 
charged. I hold it to be inconsistent with the very 
genius and princigles of American freedom that 
ove citizen shall be taken upon the suggestion or 
the affidavit of another citizen, swearmeg in his 
own case, and for the purpose of recovering money 
to be put in his own pocket, and be put in prison 
hopelessly till the determination of the case or the 
liquidation of the debt, which may last for such a 
period of time as sometimes it may last as the 
statutes of the United 


longest terms of imprisonment for a felonious act, 


States make some of the 
committed by any party. If it were possible, if 
we could so arrange the machinery of its operation 
that this imprisonment should be awarded only to 
the dishonest, fraudulent, worthless debtor who is 
endeavorit 


¢, or who was endeavoring to ent ap 


and deceive an honest } san, | should have no ob- 
jection. But we cannot doit. You must either 
abolish the right or leave it as it stands, so that the 
affidavit of one party shall be conclusive bv which 
to hold the other in priser 

‘he case to which the ynorable chairman has 


referred iwacase which 
j 


degree, the 


ustrates, in the 


highest 


effect f the allowing of this power. 


y ninety days 
in one of the prisons of this District, upon the 


there he ia 


Here is a citizen who has been lyi 


affidavit of an and 


itnow st 


opposite party; 


obliged to lie, under the law as wds, until 
and have a ver- 
in it be right? Ought one 
freeman to hold his freedom at the will of another, 
if the party who chooses to deprive him of 


support the al 


he can bring the action to a close, 


dict in his favor. C 
will 
makes by his affidavit? 
Mr. President, he has 
none—he has none; for any action according to 
law against the one who makes the affidavit every 
professional man knows is be 


leration he 


What is his remedy? 


worthless. Can he 
him for perjury? Every professional 


man knows that it is worthless to bring an indict- 


pros ecute 


ment and hope for ac 
; + TH ; ‘ ' 
davit. Therefore, | say it is wrong to leave one 
man to be impr oned Oo the assertion of another 
party, supported by an affidavit, and that assertion 
and that affidavit made to put 


nviction upon such an affi- 





money into his own 
pocket. I believe, as we have to choose between 
abolishing and leaving this wide field open to abuse 
and oppression, the true interest of the 
requires that bail should be abolished i: 
of a pure action for debt. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ido not intend to co into this 
subject, for I have acquitted myself of any duty 
which [ owe to the country by saying what I have 
said. But if any one now imprisoned under mesne 
process should wish to avail himself of the prison- 
bounds acts in the District of Columbia, all he haa 
to do is, 
and schedule of his property, and be can escape 


upon paying the debt to the man when he has got 


country 
all cases 


to file a deposition, or make a at rrvestion 


the money in his pocket. He can very readily 
be relieved by paying the debt 

Mr. BADGER. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
question be tried. I do not intend to apply the 
remark to the case referred to by the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina; but there are cases 
in which the individual, having the money, ought 
to be compelled to pay it to the honest creditor. 
I am perfectly willing to shape the law in such a 
way as to meet such cases; but I am not willing 
to make a sweeping law to abolish imprisonment 
for debt im all cases under mesne process. I can- 
not go that far; and although the honorable Sen 
ator from North Carolina and myself have both, 
perhaps, inclined too much to our common-law 
notions, if he has given them up, | cannot. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 

IOWA JUDICIAL EXPENSES. 

Mr. DOWNS. I have been directed bv the 
Committee on the Judiciary, towhich was referred 
the memorial of Lee ccunty, in lowa, praying a 
remuneration for certain fees, to report a bill ‘* to 
refund to the county of Lee, lowa, certain expen- 
ses of the district court, which were paid by that 
county.”’ This is a bill like one which, last ses- 
sion, passed both Houses of Congress in refer- 
ence to another county, and I therefore ask that it 
may be considered at this time. 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent, and considered by the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


He denies that he owes it. 


. ' 
If he does der y it, let the 


{ 
, 
i 
; 
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li proposes to direct the Secretary of the Llnte 
rior to ex imine the claim presented by the county 
of Lee, State of lowa; and if, upon such examina- 
tion, hei itisfied that, prior to January Ist, 1844, 


that county paid the money which, in accordance 


with the‘instructions of the First Comptroller of 


the Treasury, dated September 19th, 1843, should 
have been paid by the marshal of the United 
States for the county, he 1s directed to audit and 
allow the same, and pay it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
umendment, ordered to be envrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed, 

RIGHT OF WAY. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, ‘‘grant- 
ing the right of way to the St. Louis and Iron 
Mountain Railroad Company,” was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. FELCH. 1 move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GEYER. I presume it will be hardly ne- 
cessary to refer that bill. Ifit is read once, it will 
be understood by the Senate. It submits the whole 
question to the Secretary of War to approve the 
location of the road. 

Mr. FELCH. A general bill was passed at 
the last session, which I think will be found to 
embrace this. 


The PRESIDENT. The bill will be read for 


information. 

It proposes to direct that the right of way sixty 
feet in width through the lands in which the St. 
Louis Arsenal, St. Louis Marine Hospital, and 


Jefferson Barracks, are situated in the State of 


Missouri, be granted to the St. Louis and Iron 
Mountain Railroad Company for the construction 
of a railroad from St. Louis through those lands: 
provided that the location of the road through the 
lands shall be made subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of War: and provided further, that the 
location can be made without injury to the public 
interests in the opinion of the Secretary of War. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Michigan withdraw his motion to refer the bill? 

Mr. FELCH. Yes, sir. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
then proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. WADE. I wish to make an amendment 
to that bill, to which I think the Senator from 
Missouri can have no objection. It is upon a 
precisely similar subject. [tis a bill which passed 
this body at the last session, proposing to give the 
right of way to several railroads over the grounds 
where the marine hospital is located in Cleveland. 
It was reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands. I hope it may be attached as an amend- 
ment to the bill under consideration, because | 
fear it will not pass at this session, if it is not now 
considered. I think there can be no objection 
to it. , 

I move to amend the bill by adding the follow- 
ing to it: 3 





Chat the rightof way be, and the same is hereby, granted 
to the Cleveland and Pittsburg Railroad Company, and also 
the right of way tothe Cleveland, Painsville, and Ashtabula 
Railroad Company, across the hospital ground, so called, be 
longing to the United States, in the city of Cleveland, in the 
State of Ohio; the width of each of said roads across said 
ho pital grounds not to exceed sixty feet where said roads 
are now respectively located: Provided, That said convey 
ances can, in the opinion of the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
be made without detriment to the interests of the United 
States: .?nd provided further, That the said grant shall 
be, and is hereby, made subject to such conditions as the 
said Secretary of the Treasury shall impose on the said 
companics, respectively, for the protection and security of 
the grounds from abrasions by the waters of Lake Erie: 
And provided further, That whenever the said roads shall 
be discontinued or abandoned, or the conditions of this 
rrant shall be violated, all rights under this act shall cease 
and determine. 


Mr. GEYER. I should have no objection to 
that amendment ag an independent proposition, 
but | must object to it as an amendment to this 
bill. A bill similarin its provisions to the amend- 
ment passed the Senate | believe some time ago. 
It ia now in the House of Representatives. That 
House has not acted upon it, though possibly it 
will during the present session; but if this amend- 
ment be attached to this bill, it must necessarily 
ge to the House, and there be embarrassed in its 
passage. For that reason, and for that alone, 1 
oppaer the amendment. 

Mr. WADE. 1 do not intend to embarrass 
the billatall. The amendment is precisely ger- 
mane to it in principle. It has been reported from 
a committee, and is entirely unobjectionable. 


lt one passes i do not see why the others should 
not. I have no idea that it will embarrass the bill 
by attaching the amendment. | think the House 
will agree to it; | am confident that it will; and I 
am anxious that it should. 

Mr.GEYER. 1 withdraw my objection to th 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, the amendment 
was concurred in, and was ordered to be engrossed 
and the bill to be read a third time; it was read a 
third time and passed. 

The title was amended by adding ‘‘and for 
other purposes. ay 

CONTINUANCE OF HALF PAY. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I submitted, the day before 
yesterday, a report from the Committee of Con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Senate bill ** to continue half pay to cer- 
tain widows and orphans.”’ That report was 
accepted. Thecommittee on the part of the House 
have called my attention to the fact that the word 
‘¢ militia’? is omitted in that report. I therefore 
move that the vote accepting the report be recon- 
sidered. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now move that a message 
be sent to the House of Representatives, request- 
ing that body to return the bill to the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Subsequently a message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives was received, by Mr. Forney, its 
Clerk, announcing that, in compliance with the 
request of the Senate, it had ordered him to return 
the bill. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the report of 
the Committee of Conference was amended by 
adding the word ** militia,’ so as to include reg- 
ulars, volunteers, and militia. 


RAILROADS IN ARKANSAS AND MISSOURI. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I rise for the purpose of 
giving notice, that on next Monday P shall ask 
the Senate to take up for consideration the bill 
from the House of Representatives, ‘* granting 
‘the right of way, and making a grant of land to 
‘the States of Arkansas and Missouri, to aid in 
‘the construction of a railroad from a point on 
‘the Mississippi, opposite the mouth of the Ohio 
‘river, via Little Rock, to the Texas boundary, 
‘near Fulton, in Arkansas, with branches to Fort 
‘Smith and the Mississippi river.”’ 

| avail myself of this opportunity to give this 
notice, in order that when I move to take up that 
bill, there cannot be any objection made that Sen- 
ators have been taken by surprise, and in order 
that Senators may then be ready to offer their 
amendments, if any are to be offered, as thereamay 
be from different sources. Having given this no- 
tice, | now call for the order of the day. 


COLONIZATION IN NORTH AMERICA. 

The PRESIDENT. The first special order is 
the unfinished business of yesterday, which is the 
joint resolution declaratory of the views of the 
United States respecting colonization on the North 
American continent by European Powers, and 
respecting the Island of Cuba. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that will be passed over, 
for the purpose of taking up the Pacific railroad 
bill. 

Mr. HALE. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan had a resolution adopted to-day, calling 
upon the Committee on Foreign Relations to make 
certain inquiries in regard to this matter, and I 
presume, therefore, there can be no objection to 
the reference of this joint resolution. 

Mr. RUSK. I prefer that this resolution should 
be passed over. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
it will be passed over. 

Mr. HALE. There is objection. I want to 
vote upon BM 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. My colleague has moved 
to refer this joint resolution with certain instruc- 
tions; and | presume the first question will be on 
that motion. I have no wish to debate that. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this joint resolution until this day 
week. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hope that that motion 
will prevail, so that my colleague, who is now 
unwell, may be in his seat. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIc. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 
resumed the consideration of the bill ‘authorizing 
‘the eonstruction of a railroad and bran hes, f - 
‘establishing a certam postal communication | 
‘ tween the shores of the Pacific and Atlantic withiy 
‘the United States, for the protection and facilities 
‘of travel and commerce, and for the ne ‘essary 
‘defenses of the country.’’ 

The pending question being on the amendmey; 
offered by Mr. Cuase, to strike out all of the firs 
section after the word ** railroad,’’ and insert j, 
lieu thereof the words: 


O01 
se 


* From San Franciseo, in California, by the most direc; 
and feasible route, to some point on the Missouri river, jo) 
below Independence, in Missouri, nor above Kanesvil|; 
lowa.”? 

The words proposed to be stricken out are: 


‘* From a pointon Red river, at or near the southwest eo; 
ner of Arkansas, on the most direct and feasible route, ana 
if practicable, with a branch to the Gulf coast and throug! 
the State of Texas, to a point on the eastern boundary of t); 
State of California, and from points on the western bound 
ary of Missouri and Iowa, (not within the limits of ay 
existing State,) on the most direct and feasible route to j, 
tersect said road, running from Red river as aforesaid to ty, 
eastern boundary of the State of California, with a track 
departing from this line at some point west of the Sierra 
Nevada, or Rocky Mountains, and running on the most dj 
rect and feasible route, to some safe and commodious har 
bor in the Territory of Oregon, which shall be at all times 
accessible to the largest class of sea going vessels naviya 
ting the Pacific ocean.”’ 

Mr. BORLAND. I did not expect that this 
subject would be taken up to-day. A very im 
portant question—perhaps one of the most import 
ant connected with the subject, and one upon 
which there will probably be the greatest diifer- 
ence of opinion—is raised by the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio. I do not think that the 
Senate was looking to the question, or expecting 
that the subject would come up in this form to- 
day; and [ doubt whether the mind of the Senate 
is even now directed to the fact that the most 
important practical question involved in the bill is 
presented in the proposed amendment. I have, 
perhaps, a good deal to say upon that subject 
certainly something; and I should be very sorry 
to be compelled to go on with my remarks now, 
because [ am not prepared with papers, with maps, 
and the facts which I would draw from them, to 
offer epposition to this proposition. I hope, there- 
fore, if we can do so, we shall pass to the consid- 
eration of some other point, and let this amend- 
ment be postponed for the present. I hope the 
Senator from Ohio will agree to that; and I hope 
the Senator from California wil! also agree with 
me in this. 

Mr. CHASE. I concur entirely with what has 
been said by the Senator from Arkansas in regard 
to the importance of this amendment, and I should 
be exceedingly averse to have him forced into any 
discussion of this subject at a time when he was 
unprepared; and I am, therefore, quite willing to 
acquiesce in his suggestion that the amendment 
should be passed over informally for the present, 
and that the Senate should proceed to the discus 
sion of other points connected with the bill. 

Mr. HALE. It strikes me that this course ts 
entirely wrong. We have taken up this bill, and 


| gone on to discuss it, because we want the views 


of Senators upon it, and we have refused to refer 
it to any committee for the reason that we wanted 
the Select Committee which has been raised upon 
another similar bill to be guided in their action by 
the discussion in the Senate. Now the first mo- 
ment a practical proposition comes up that looks 
to the characteristics of the road, it is proposed t 
pass it oF: When shall we get a better time than 
now? If the honorable Senator from California 
means to have his bill considered, he will never 
get a better time than this moment, and if it is to 


| be put out of the way under the supposition that 


he will get a better tyme, he will find himself mis 
taken. 

Mr. GWIN. [| am not for putting the bill off. 

Mr. SEWARD. What is the question? 

Mr. CHASE. The question is on the amend 
ment which I have had the honor to offer. Upon 
that the Senator from Arkansas, who represents 
a State deeply interested in that question, desires 
an opportunity of presenting his views; and I con- 
ceive it to be due to him, and to be in accordance 
with the courtesy which has always characterized 
the action of this body, to acquiesce in his wish, 
that this amendment should be passed by infor- 
mally. That will not postpone the general consid- 








: 
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ation of tl e bill; but we can proceed to discuss 
matters which may arise upon it. I 
be given to 


any other 


ne the consent of the Senate wil! 
syrsue this course. 
Mr. GWIN. Ido not look upon this amend- 
ment as very important, because I do not think it 
nrevail, and I think that the test question in 


erard to this bill is, whether or not there shall be 


ny terminus named init. T am willing for one 
+o pass over this amendment, because we can pro- 
rress with the bill in other points, and by passing 


3 over we Shall not obstruct our progress in the 
ire. [think the test question will be on another 
nt. and Ido not belheve this amendment can 

revail. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to say that I spoke 
‘this as the most important practical question 
nnected with the bill, because it proposes to fix 
.point. That is the very question, and, in my 
ypinion, It is a vital one with regard to this bill. 

= RUSK. I would suggest to the honorable 

Senator from Ohio, thatif he wishes to accommo- 
late "the honorable Senator from Arkansas, he had 
etter withdraw the amendment. He can offer it 

wain at another time. 

Mr. CHASE. I do not think there can be any 

tion to passing by the amendment informally. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope unanimous consent 
will be given to pursue that course. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator who has the bill 
n harge wants me to withdraw my objection, | 
shall do so, but it is against my judgment, and I 
hink it is suicidal to his bill. 

Mr. BROOKE. I object to passing by the 
imendment. I have no idea it will get half a 
lozen votes, and I want to settle it at once. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the question will be 
in the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I made 
some remarks the other day upon the subjec t of 
this amendment, and I think I know the object of 
my friend from Arkansas; and I really wish to 
ear him upon the subject, if there is any danger 
that this amendment will be adopted as proposed 
by the Senator from Ohio. If we can get a vote, 
ind if itis very certain that the amendment will 
be defeated, [ should be willing to act upon it now, 
vithout hearing the speech of my friend from 
Arkansas. But I apprehend that he will not only 
attack the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
vut that he will also, after what passed the other 
lay, attack the argument which I made in be- 
half of a certain point, to wit: the mouth of the 
Ohio as being the proper place from which the 
road should go westward, or as near the same par- 
illel of latitude as practicable, and which would 
take it to San Francisco, that city and the mouth 
‘f the Ohio both being near the same latitude. 

Mr. BORLAND. So far from attacking the 
irgument made by the Senator from Kentucky 
the other day, I shall, without attempting a new 
ne, adopt his argument in support of my own 
views, but starting upon another state of facts. I 
hall adopt his course of argument precisely, for 
to my nied it was conclusive; but I shall start 
from different premises, and from what I think 


| 


are the well-ascertained and established facts of 


the case. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I thank the gentleman 

rdially for the compliment he has paid me, but 
my object in rising now, 1s to give facts to which [ 
wish to call his attention, and which I have latel 
received. From the conference which I had wit 
him, L believe that his object is the same as mine— 
to select the highest navigable point on the Missis- 
sipp! which is practicable, for the eastern terminus 
of this road. I will read a communication which 
{ have received from a gentleman who has been 
engaged twenty years in navigating that river— 
my late colleague upon this floor; and I wish to 
submit the facts contained in the paper which I 
iold in my hands, and which I have received from 
um, that they may have their due weight with 
the Senate. His letter is as follows: 

Wasuineton City, January 27, 1853. 
I take great pleasure in complying with your 
request of yesterday, to be furnished with a comparative 
tatement, showing the depth of water on some of the shoal 
est bars in the Mississippi river, between the mouth of the 
Ono, and the city of Memphis, and below that city, as 
vineed by soundings made by me during a season of very 
ow water. It may be proper for me to inform you, that 
hese results are taken from memoranda made by me at 
he time of executing the work, but that the date, as well as 
the names of the two last points given, have become so 
much obliterated as to render them uncertain: but I feel 


Dear Sir: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


confident that the soundings were executed between the 
years 1832 and 1840, and that these two last points are below 
Memphis. 

Atisland No. 18,1 found four and a half feet water; at 
island No. 21, I found four and one fourth ; atisland No. 34, 
I found four and three fourths, and at the head of Plum 
Point bend, I found five feet. All of these places are above 


Memphis, and are selected because affording less water than 
any Others. At President’s Island, which is immediately 
below Memphis, I found five feet water, and at two other 


places—the names of which are obliterated—I found five and 
a half, and five and three quarters, respectively ; thus show 

ing that, in times of low water, the shoal bars below Mem 

phis do not afford a largely greater depth * water than is 
to be found between that city and the mouth of the Ohio. 
Indeed, from an experience of more than twenty years in 
the navigation of the Mississippi, [ think | may safely say, 
that the difference in the depth of water afforded between 
the mouth of the Ohio and Memphis, and that afforded 
below that city, is not more than one foot in favor of the 
latter, and that it is never less than four feet, and very rarely, 


indeed, less than six, at any point below the mouth of the 
Ohno, 


[ have experienced but litte difficulty in navigating the 
Mississippi below the mouth of the Ohio, arising trom ice, 
and that difficulty is usually of but short duration, and very 
rarely amounts to an entire obstruction. 

The only streams entering the Mississippi, between the 
mouth of the Ohio and Memphis, so far as | recollect, are 
the Big and Little Obine, the Forkadeer, the Hatchee, and 
Woolfrivers; the last of which enters immediately at Mem 
phis. And I presume that all of these streams would not 
afford a greater amount of water than would be sufticient 
to supply the usual evaporation which takes place, and the 
absorption of the sand-bars, and hence could not give any 
considerable accession of water below their mouths 

Hoping that you will find in the foregoing, a full reply to 
your interrogatories, I subscribe myselt, re spec tfully yours, 
&e., D. MERIWETHER 

llon. J. R. Unperwoop, Washington City. 


P. S. All the islands in the Mississippi are numbered 
from the mouth of the Ohio downwards, commencing at 
No. 1, a few miles below the mouth. 


D. MERIWETHER 
Mr. DAVIS. Is he a steamboat man? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes,sir. He has been 
twenty years upon the Mississippi river. I con- 
sider these facts as of great importance, and I thus 
early bring them to the attention of the Senate, so 
that the gentlemen who are deeply interested, as | 
am, in the subject, may turn their minds to them. 
You thus see that the difference between the Mis- 
sissippi river, below and above Memphis, as far as 
the mouth of the Ohio, cannot exceed twelve 
inches in depth; and generally the difference will 
not be that much. It also appears that more than 
four feet of water may be found at all times be- 
tween Memphis and the mouth oftheOhio. Four 
feet of water gives sufficient draught to bring 
boats of large size from New Orleans tothe mouth 
of the Ohio at all seasons. Boats of less magni- 
tude, and drawing much less than four feet water, 
must be used at low stages of our western rivers, 
to ascend the Tennessee, the Cumberland, the 
Wabash, the Ohio, the Illinois, the Upper Mis- 
sissippi, and the Upper Missouri. Those steamers 
which would meet the trade of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico and Lower Mississippi, and the California rail 
road at the mouth of the Ohio, with a view to 
transport merchandise towards the sources of our 
rivers when the waters were low, should draw 
from two to three feet water only, when loaded, and 
hence, for all the commercial purposes which | 
mentioned in my argument the other day, the 
mouth of the Ohio is the place for the eastern ter- 
minus of the railroad. During the business part 
of the year, the water will generally be found suf- 
ficiently deep to enable steamers drawing ten to 
fifteen feet water, to ascend from the Gulf 
mouth of the Ohio. From that point, smaller 
steamboats should be used for ascending to the 
head of navigation on the various tri 
above 

While I am up, allow me to make a correction 
of the report of some remarks which I made the 
other day. I know that it is almost impossible 
for the reporters, in the multitude of things which 


] 
to tne 


butary streams 


come under their attention during the progress of 


debates here, to put down with perfect accuracy 
what Senators say; and not having looked at thes 
remarks before they were published, and the mis 
take being of such a character as to present me to 
my constituents in an attitude which I do not 
wish to occupy, J beg leave to correct the report 
[ beg to read two sentence 
report: 

“You can ascend the 


which appear in the 


Ohio to Pittsburg ; you car 


away and reach Paducah, and go up the Tennesse 

falls, twelve miles, and reach Florence You rou 
the Cumberland river to Cumberland, passing Nasiivi! 

and when at a little distance above that, at Charlottetow 


you can turn to the left 
ing the Wabash.’ 


My remarks as thus reported, placé 


and go to Terre Ha 


the falls in 


and 


AZ] 


the Tennessee river twelve miles above its mouth 
They represent the Wabash as running into the 
Ohio above Nashville, 
they make a town above Nashville, called 
Charlottetown, of which I never heard. I believe 
1 used every word contained in those two senten- 
‘es, in my remarks, ex ‘ept the word ** Char 
town,” but by the collocation s 
them, they are ‘dade to mean 
thing from what I said, and to represent what is 
geographically absurd. I said ding 
the Ohio to Pittsburg, you could pass the falls of 
the Ohio, and that twelve 
the Tennessee, you could reach the 
and turn up that river to Nashville. 
late the falls twelve miles from the mouth of tl 
Tennessee. I said, besides, that at Shawneetown 
instead of Charlottetown, you could turn to the 
left, and ascend the Wabash to Terre Haute. 
Having made this correction, and laid tl 
formation before the Senate, I beg leave to say one 
thing more, that in the reports of our remarks it ts 
vd } 





Cumberland, across the 


otte 
and transposition of 
an entirely different 


that in ascer 


from the mouth of 


miles 
‘ } 

Cumberland, 
I did not lo- 


mS Th 





ver lesirable to have the notes furnished us, so 
that we may correct tnem before 
-for unless that be done,it may 
when they get into the Congressional 
Globe, they become a part of the archives of the 
country in one sense, and we may be placed in a 
false position, without having a chance, perhaps, of 


= ray ° i 


these mistakes 


appear be too late, 


because 


putting ourselv es right. 

Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, | regard the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from Ohio 
as very important in view of the frame of this bill 
lt proposes to fix the terminus of the road, and of 
one road only, somewhere on the Missouri river, 
between Independence, the westernmost town in 
Missouri, and Kanesville, Iowa. If that} propo- 
prevails, it will be destructive to the bill. 
The biil is predi ‘ated upon the idea that the road 
is to be made by pr blic lands, and that the branches 
made inthe same way. If you make a 
erant of land of forty miles 'n width, and on either 
side, you cut - all connection with any 
to be made i in the same way 

The bill conte mp! 


the system of 


sit tion 


ire to be 


branches 


ates forming a connection with 
railroads on the eastern side of the 
Mississippi, and to furnish to the branches termini 
in connection with that system; but if this amend 
ment prevail, and you make a single road, appro 
priating the lands forty miles in width, without 
making any provision for the branches, every 
system of eastern railroads, if not in immediats 
connection with the main road, will be cut off. It 
will thus be seen at once that if provision be not 
made for passing through theterritory of the United 
States beyond the sepoeaed of the States,and vou 
make the terminus on Missouri river, every 
system of roads south of that will depend upon 
Missouri and Iowa for permission to form a con- 
with the road. Thus, if you pass a bill 
making but one road, to be built by public lands 
and make no prov ision for branche le 
the States, or the companie 
roads, from 


1e main trunk. 


} 
I 
¢ 

li 


nec tion 


, you disal 
sthat may have already 
made forming any connection with 
It becomes important, therefore, 


these roads are to be built out of the proceeds 


of pu slic lands, or by a grant of lands, that pro- 
vision should be made forevery branch that may be 
necessary to connect the main trunk with the sys 
tem of roads on the east side of the Mi SSIs! sippt. 


The bill is defective in some particulars; but, at 
ill events, it will require some more legislation be 
fore we can proceed on the plan proposed. It will 
be remembered that it is proposed to make thene 
roads through the Indian country—through lands 
belonging Lo Indians 
it becomes necessary 


some tribes of who havea 
ruarantee of perpetuity, and 
in the first extinguish the Indian title 
and to get fer those lands, at d 
not burden those who may undertake to make the 
road with the extingul hment of the right of pos- 
session or occupancy held by these Indians 

I have now a few words to say to those gentle 
men who propose to fix the terminus. The hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky proposes to fix it 
at the mouth of the Ohio. If this railroad is eve: 
built from the frontier States of the West to the 
Pacific, it must be put In connection with some 


place to 
some right to trar 


means for the transportation of the materia! 
Eighty tons of iron per mile at least will be ré 
quired accord yr to tI l! und to take a point 
opposil the mor of the Ohie » not nnect 


with any means of 


transport ition to the 
which thia road is to be commenced, | 


tn charge 


point at 
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those who are to build it with an expense almost 
equal to the cost of the iron. How will you trans- 
portit? If you do not connect with some line of 
railroad or some water transportation, how can 
you carry the material to the point of beginning 
except by inland transportation, by natural roads 
over a country very unsuited, especially opposite 
the mouth of the Ohio, for land transportation ? 
I have no sort of objection to fixing the terminus 
of the read and making a single road, provided, 
while we do that, if we intend to build it out of 
the public lands, or from the Treasury, provision 
is made for connecting it with the systems on the 
east side of the Mississippi. I cannot vote for the 
proposition of the honorable Senator from Obio 
for that reason; and I think we cannot undertake 
to make the road upon the plan of this bill by 
establishing any one line without a provision for 
branches. ‘The honorable Senator from Ohio 
would find that unless that terminus should be in 
connection with the central system running through 
the State of Ohio, that system would be cut off, 
or wherever you may attempt to make the con- 
nection within the States you will be dependent 
upon other States for the privilege to do it; and 
how, I will ask, with the spirit which has pre- 
vailed in someof the States of this Union, is that to 
be obtained? If you make the terminus in Iowa, 
how will Missourt approach it without permission 
{ 
permission will be given unless she could approach 
it on the west side of the Missouri river? How 
will Arkansas—how will any State to the south of 
it—connect with that terminus, dependent as she 
will be On the favor of the States already in con- 
nection with the road, and desirous to monopolize 
the transportation over it? ‘These are suggestions 
which | throw out for the consideration of the 
Senate. 

Mr. BROOKE. I believe, Mr. President, that 
this sub‘ect has been referred to a select commit- 
tee of the Senate; [ understand, at any rate, that 
there is a committee of the Senate which has taken 
cognizance of this matter. I have great confidence 
in the members of that committee. I believe that 
they will report a bill that will receive the sanction 
of the Senate, and I therefore see no use in wasting 
time in the discussion of the impracticable meas- 
ure that has been introduced by the honorable 
Senator from California, and | therefore move 
that the bill, with all the proposed amendments, 
be referred to the Select Committee of which the 
Senator from Texas [Mr. Rusk] is chairman. 

Mr. GWIN. I suppose the gentleman [Mr. 
Brooke] thinks this 1s an impracticable bill, be- 
cause he has not examined it, or cannot compre- 
hend it. The Select Committee can act as well 
without this bill, as if it were referred. The mem- 
bers of that committee may,and no doubt will, be 
regulated in their actions by the discussions which 
may take place here. : 

In this discussion an idea seems to have pre- 
vailed, that for the want of more precise informa- 
tion of the country through which this road will 
pass, legislation should proceed no further than 
merely to direct a preliminary reconnoissance, so 
as to fix upon and determine a practicable route. 
This opinion, in my judgment, if sustained by the 
Senate, will produce the most serious injury to the 
public interests. What will be its effects? A loss 
of two years in the commencement of the work, 
if Congress should hereafter proceed in the con- 
sideration of the measure in the ordinary pace in 
which the business of legislation is disposed of 
here. Let the project at the present session go by 
default in this way, and who will shoulder the re- 
sponsibility ? 
under any circumstances, that the road can be 
commenced before the spring of 1855. ‘The meas- 
ure, we may hope, will come up for consideration 
at the next session of Congress. It would then 
lead to a general and protracted, if not a most 
profitless discussion; and the country will be for- 
tunate indeed if it should become a law atthe close 
of the first session of the next Congress—say in 
the fall of 1854. It will then be too late to begin 
operations, for the winter will be at hand, and 
from necessity the work must lay over until the 
spring of 1855, even if by that time the necessary 
contracts could be entered into and consummated. 
It has been stated time and azain in this debate, 
that we have not the necessary information in re- 
gard to the country, to pass a railroad bill during 
this session. This is a great mistake, and likely 


fron: lowa, and what is the probability that that 


It will be in vain to expect hereafter, | 
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to be a fatal one to this great measure, if not cor- 
rected. Inthe remarks which I submitted to the 
Senate at the commencement of this discussion, I 
stated that I based the route laid down in this bill 
upon the most reliable information. 

I will now proceed to substantiate this state- 
ment. I have already brought to the notice of the 
Senate the carefully-prepared statement of Mr. 
Kern, which must commend itself to the confi- 
dence of every one who reads it. But in order to 
give it the highest authenticity, | procured its in- 
dorsement from Captain Sitgreaves, Major Cun- 
ningham, Lieutenant Parke, and Major Backus, 
of the United States Army; also, the Hon. Mr. 
Messervy, late a Delegate in Congress from New 
Mexico, and Mr. Jones, an. extensive Govern- 
ment contractor in that Territory. I will now 
read these letters, and they will speak for them- 
selves: 

WasHinGron, January 24, 1853. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive your note, asking my 
opinion of the practicability of the route for a railroad to 
the Pacific proposed in Mr. R. H. Kern’s letter to you of the 
luth instant. 

My personal knowledge is limited to a small part of the 
route In question, traversed in alate exploration having 
other objects, and in which I was accompanied by Mr. 
Kern. In that portion no formidable obstacles present 
themselves, except those that are common to all the routes, 
namely, the searcity of timber.and water; but from Mr. 
Kern’s extensive acquaintance with the country, I regard 
him as more competent than any other I know to give an 
intelligent Opinion on the subject. As far as my own 
knowledge enables me to judge, I entirely concur in the 
views expressed in his letter to you. 

Very respecttuliy, your obedient servant, 

L. SITGREAVES, 
Brevet Captain United States Army. 
Hon. W. M. Gwin, Senator. 


WasuinoTon, January 24, 1853. 

Sir: I have examined with much interest the letter of 
Mr. R. H. Kern, addressed to you on the 10th instant, and 
find that it contains a fair and just view of the country 
between Albuquerque and Fort Defiance, in New Mexico, 
referred to in your note. I have good reason to believe that 
no very formidable obstacles to a railroad will be found be- 
tween Albuquerque and the seven villages of Moqui, near 
the Litth Colorado; and those who have traveled from 
Moqui to the Pacific represent that portion of the route 
quite equal to that section of it which hes between Moqui 
and the Rio Grande. The absence of deep snows in the 
winter, and the abundance of timber (with some coal) on 
this route, will give itsome advantages over a more north 
erly route. 

I consider it well worth a careful examination, which 
alone can determine the relative merits of the different 
routes in question, 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. BACKUS. 
Hon. W. M. Gwin, United States Senate. 
W AsHINGTON, January 23, 1853. 

Str: I have just received your letter of the 2lst instant, 
and in reply [ have the honor to state that I have read 
R. H. Kern’s letter, addressed to you on the 10th instant, | 
on the comparative practicability of the several routes fora 
railroad tothe Pacific, and do concur with him in the views | 
therein expressed. 

Mr. Kern, from a very long residence in New Mexico, 
and from having been employed as an assistant on several 
military reconnoissances both in that and in the Indian Ter- 
ritory, has amassed a fund of information about the general 
features of the country from the valley of the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean, which is probably unequaled by 
that of any other individual. Onthe particular point, * the 
crossing of the Rio Grande,”’ he is fully competent to pro 
nounce, having passed through the valley of the river from | 
its head waters to the town El Paso. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, JNO. G. PARKE, 

Bet. 2d Lt. Corps Top. Eng’rs. 
Hon. W. M. Gwin. 


WasHINGTon, January 24,1853. | 

Sir: Yoursof the 2lst instant, asking my opinion of the | 
practicability of the route for the Pacific railroad, as indi 
cated by Mr. R. H. Kern in his letter to you of the 10th 
instant, has been received, and I have the honor of replying 
as follows: | 

I have carefully read Mr. Kern’s letter, and coincide fully 
with the views therein expressed. I am well acquainted 
with portions of the route, and can vouch for the correct- | 
ness of his statement in regard to it; and from having trav- 
eled with him on reconnoissances in different parts of New | 
Mexico, I cannot speak too highly of his industry in collect- 
ing, and sound judgment in arranging facts bearing on the 
geography of that Territory, and, therefore, can give the | 
fullest credence to his descriptions of that part of the route 
I have not seen. 

I feel sure there is no person having the same amount of 
information on this subject as Mr. Kern, and I know of none 
other better qualified to express a sound and intelligent 
opinion upon it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. A. CUNNINGHAM, 
Paymaster, United States Army. 
Hon. Wa. M. Gwin. 


Wasuineton Crry, D.C., 
Nationa. Hore, January 22, 1853. § 
Sir: In reply to your note of the 2\st instant, asking my 
opinion as to the practicability of the New Mexican route | 





for the Pacific and Atlantic railroad as described by R. 1, 
Kern, Esq., in his letter to you of the 10th instant, | pe® 
leave to say, in my opinion, R. H. Kern, Esq., possesse, 
more accurate knowledge of the topography of the whet. 
of the explored portion ot New Mexico than any other per. 
son. Mr. K. drew, and was one of the principal compiler. o! 
the only reliable map of that Territory ever published; ang 
in the practice of his profession of surveyor and draughts. 
man, forthe last three years, has had ample opportunity 
afforded him to speak from personal observation of a great 
portion of the country through which your proposed royte 
runs. 

During the last year, Mr. K. has been unremittingly ep. 
gaged in collecting facts relating to this great work, why) h 
has enabied him to explain with the aid of the map, in g 
clear and simple manner, the practicability of your route. 
and [ have no doubt it possesses superior advantages over 
any other with which! am acquainted, it being shorte, 
more easily graded, and can be traveled at all seasons of the 
year; and atthe same time, has the great merit of recoy, 
ciling and harmonizing all sectional interests, as it w))} 
aflord equal facilities of communication with the Paci( 
to the northern, middle, and southern States. , 

In Mr. Kern I recognize a gentleman of a high order of 
talent in his profession, and one whose integrity and inte}jj- 
gence recommend his opinions to be received with the 
fullest confidence. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, yours, 

WM. 8S. MESSERVY, 
Hon. Wan. M. Gwin, Washington city, D. C. 

P.S. IT am in receipt of letters from Santa Fé, dateq 
December Ist, last, in which | am advised that Mr. F. Xx, 
Aubry, the “great prairie traveler,’? had just started for 
California with a train of wagons by ** Walker’s Pass.” 

Yours, &c., WM. S.M 


WASHINGTON, January 23, 1852 

Str: Having read Mr. R. H. Kern’s letter, of the {0} 
instant,in reply to yours asking for certain information re- 
garding the best route for a railroad to the Pacific, and no 
ticing that he speaks of the route between Anton Chico and 
Albuquerque as the only place where any obstacles are to be 
encountered in the first section, | have the honor ot pre- 
senting the following in elucidation of that point: 

I have been a contractor for the transportation of Govern 
ment supplies to New Mexico since 1848, and in the autunin 
ofthat year I passed over the portion alluded to above with 
a train of over three hundred wagons, averaging five thou 
sand five hundred pounds to each one; and in 1&5! traveled 
the same route with the same average load. I found the road 
perfectly practicable, and on this account followed it, though 
by so doing it made my journey to Santa Fé some seventy 
five miles longer. 

The above loads are heavier than can be hauled over un- 
graded roads of the same length in the States, with the same 
teams. 

Hoping you will excuse the liberty I have taken, I am, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN 8. JONES. 
Hon. Wo. M. Gwin, United States Senate. 


But I will not stop here. I find in the Senate 
documents of the last Congress, an able letter 
written by Captain Ord, of the United States 
Army, who had been dispatched by General Ri- 
ley to report upon the practicability of this very 
route for arailroad, This letter was written more 
than three years ago, and I| will now read it, as I 
think it is conclusive on the subject. 


MonTerey, Cavirornia, December 30, 1849. 

Sir: In answer to your request, that I should condense 
such information as [ may have collected upon the facility 
of constructing a rail or other road through the country 
lying between the southeast corner of California and the 
valley of the Upper Rio Grande, allow me to state: The 
sad condition in which immigrants arrive by both the land 
routes to California, led me to inquire if a better interme- 
diate route did not exist, over which I knew the padres, 
during the Spanish times, used to pass. 

The Mojave valiey is a sort of continuation of the Tulare, 
is the nearest habitable and fertile district of California to 
New Mexico, and is connected, by the passes of Walker, 
the Tejou, and “ Cajou de los Mejicanos,”? with the most 
fertile of the great plains of the Pacific. Though this coun- 
try is thickly populated for an Indian country, the Indians 
are so peaceable that parties of two, three, and four whites 
are in the continual habit of traveling therein; and it was 
from this district that (I was invariably told by the oldest 
and best-informed trappers) Jed the shortest and best road 
to New Mexico, entering the valley of the Rio Grande some- 
where opposite the town of Albuquerque. To connect these 
I have resorted to all the oldest maps and mountain mien 
within my reach ; and I have learned that, leaving the upper 
end of the great San Joaquin or Tulare plain, via Walker's 
Pass, parties have gone through a well-watered, timbered, 
and habitable district, without crossing any mountains, to 
the Mojave, or Rio de los Martires, (which rivers, [ think, 
are one, though some maps separate them,) about one hun- 
dred and forty miles. Thence following down the course 
of this river, (Which runs through a fertile valley, with 
abundance oftimber on its banks, ) about sixty miles ; thence 
striking across the sand hills and plains, about ninety ora 
hundred miles, to the ‘‘ Paso de los Padres’? of the Colo- 
rado, which is represented as a good pass or ford, lying at 
the head of ** Long Cafion ;”’ thence taking one of two val 
leys—one of which comes in from the northeast of the 
‘* Paso,” and runs at about five leagues distance from the 
river, and nearly parallel thereto, and the other comes into 
the valley of the river about ten leagues to the east of the 
Paso, and runs also northeast and southwest, at about ten 
leagues distance from the river. By the first of these it is 
about forty, and by the second fifty leagues to the valley ot 
a small tributary of the Colorado; and, following up this 
valley, heading the stream to the north, striking the vailey 
of the Jaquesita at or near the head of the first-named stream 
—following up this valley, it is about thirty leagues (as 
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to Oravbe ; thence are pueblos, at short intervals, in 
ui country; and a road, which I find laid dowa ia 

| English map, via Osoli, Casita, to Tuadi, which is on 
eastern slope of the Mimbres, and has a gentle, practi 


above 
the Mot 


oable (to R. road) descent to Acoma, in the valley of the 
pe! Norte. The comparative freedom of this route from 
iocerts and mountain ridges, depeuds upon the statements 
: ii the b st-injormed and oldest trappers with whom | 
nave conversed. The country was partly passed over by 
Padre Garces, in 1775, whose course, as far as Oraybe, I 
have described from a manuscript map obtained from the 


former Secretary of State in this country, and which is the 


original of Padre Fout, dated 1777. The piece of sand-hills 
] sing petween the Mojave and El Paso de los Padres can, I 
ain informed by an old trapper, be partly avoided by leaving 
the Mojave on the present well-Known Mexican trail, fol 
towing that for aboutthree days, and then striking off to the 
east southeast. The only difficulty to opening this road at 
onee, results in the large and numerous tribes of hostiles be 
tween the Del Norte and the Colorado ; and this. if properly 
viewed, is a fortunate and inevitable difficulty, to be sought 
and encountered as one of the greatest recommendations in 
favor of the country in which it exists. A population is a 

fof the fertility of the district, and is found on none of 
the other routes to this country, for such roads were opened 

solitary trappers, or sinall parties of Mexicans, who 
sought deserts rather than encounter Indians. If the people 
of the United States want a road from New Mexico to this 
eountry, they would not select a hot, cold, or sterile district 
in which to build it, or be deterred in the work by the knowl 
edge that the best country for itis occupied by powerful! or 
wostile Indians. Besides, the very means necessary to 
pacify such hustiles are the most certain to lead to the open 
ing of a good road, the rapid rise of towns and villages, and 
the final completion of such means of communication 
through the land as the age, the wauts, and abilities of the 
people might suggest—I mean the establishment of a line of 
forts through the country, as soon as an official examination 
thereof might authorize it. 

Respecttully, your obedient servant, 
E. O. C. ORD. 
First Lieutenant Third Artillery. 

Maior BE. R. S. Canpy, Assistant Adjutant General, Tenth 
Military Depurtment, Monterey, California. 


From this statement it seems that the route from 
the Pacific to the Rio Grande by Walker’s Pass, 
was explored in 1775, more than seventy-five 
years ago, and before our Declaration of Inde- 


pendence, by those intrepid pioneers, the Catholic | 


priests, who were the founders of civilization on 
the Pacific coast of the United States. The Puebla 
Indians between the Rio Grande and the Colorado 
on this route, are peaceable and industrious. They 
live in a rich country, and have had for years 
many thousand acres of land in cultivation. So 
much for the route west of the Rio Grande and on 
the Canadian river leading towards the Missis- 
sippi. I will now read what Captain Marcy says 
of his late exploration of the Red river, in a letter 
addressed to my honorable friend, the Senator 
from Arkansas, (Mr. Sesastian:]} 

‘““T explored all the principal branches of Red river to 
their extreme sources, and made a careful examination of 
the country bordering upon them all. I have made exten 
sive collections of minerals, plants, reptiles, &c., and am 
provided with data to make a very accurate map of the 
country passed over. 1 found a very extensive district of 
country reaching up Red river much further than any one 
has had an idea of before, which is as fine an agricultural 
district as Ieversaw. The timber is good and abundant; 
the soil of the best quality, well watered, and the climate 
delightful. This must eventually be settled, and the natural 
outlet will be the Arkansas river. I also found an abund- 
ance of copper ores which have the appearance of being 
rich.”’ 

I hope the doubt will not again be expressed 
that this is not an ascertained practicable route for 
arailroad, and I feel assured that this proof of its 
practicability will satisfy the Senator from Illinois 
|Mr. Surevps] that the country is not volcanic; 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] 
that it does not pass through the unexplored desert 
of the Great Basin; and the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. Butier] that it is not necessary to 
postpone action on this bill to make the necessary 
reconnoissance to locate the road. 

Should the bill be passed at the present sessien, 
the road may be located and perhaps commenced 
before or during the next fall. This is an import- 
antconsideration. It will not be necessary to de- 
termine the precise location of the whole route by 
that time, but only its general course. The road 
could be commenced at once at San Francisco, 
and a similar course might be pursued from the 
termini on the Mississippi and Gulf coast. 

1 must draw the especial attention of Senators 
to the fact, that itis a great error which prevails 
with some in regard to the restrictions of the bill. 
They are not as arbitrary, by any means, as has 
been supposed. There is but one point on the west 
which is absolutely indicated, to wit: San Fran- 
cisco. On the east, the term ** near the southwest 
corner of Arkansas’’ allows considerable latitude, 
for if desirable, the road might traverse the bank 
of Canadian river instead of Red river, or be run 


south of Red river through Texas. 
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Whilst, as 


to the termini on the™lississippi, anv points from 
New Orleans to the northern boundary of the 
State of lowa, are open far selection. What 
more latitude could be asked in reason? for there 
is no route which is now proposed but falls be- 
tween those points. The whole coast of Texas, 
in like manner, is onen for the terminus of the 
proposed branch in that State. 

A great diversity of opinion—the result, to some 
extent, of sectional, local interests—exists as to the 
point of termination of the main trunk;and a desire 
has been expressed to leave that an open question 
to be determined by the President. This has here- 
tofore been the cause of deferring the measure, 
and unless waived, might defeat the present bill. 
To obviate this difficulty, and reconcile local inter- 
ests, 1t was deemed proper to establish branches 
ina northerly, easterly, and southern direction. 
This, in my opinion, is a great merit in the bill; 
for who will say they are not important, nay ne- 
cessary, to the great States through which it is 
decreed they should pass? It seems to me that it 
would be legislation, and inconsistent 
with this work of the age, to dispense with those 
branches, for it is impossible without them to pro- 
ject a location that would equalize all interests and 
do justice to all concerned. Whether they are to 
constitute a part of the original plan or not, they 
must be made at no distant day; for the States im- 
mediately interested, nay the public interest, will 
demand and insist upon them. Why, then, em- 
barrass this measure by such objections? Is there 
any good reason for it? ‘l’o say that the work is 
too stupendous is no reason at all; for will any 
man stand up in this body and say that thespirit 
and means of the nation are not equal to the un- 
dertaking? I think not. There is ro reason, 
then, for cutting off these important features of 
the bill. If not wanted, if unnecessary, let it be 
so declared at once, and the grounds for the dec- 
laration shown, and then the responsibility of dis- 
figuring the measure will lay in the proper quarter; 
but if required, then do not let it be said, in dis- 
paragement of the national energy, that the work 
is too great for them. 

1 must insist, then, upon the material provis- 
ions of this bill, and am willing to do anything in 
my power that will concentrate the opinions of 
Senators in favor of it; and to this end I shall sub- 
mit the following additional section, at the proper 
time, if it meets with the favor of the Senate: 


illiberal 


And be it further enacted, That when the proper recon 


noissances shall have been made to determine the location of 


the road and its several branches, as herein contemplated, 
the President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to so tar modify or change the 
several general calls of the routes herein mentioned and 
their termini, as considerations of the public interest and 
the tacts in his judgment may require, preserving, however, 
so far as practicable, the main features of the plan for a 
road and branches herein set forth. 


If a better plan cannot be matured, and if it is 
necessary to give this enlarged power to the Pres- 
ident to get this bill through, | am prepared and 
willing, at a proper time, to offer such a section. 
I have confidence in the President eiect, and am 


| willing to intrust him with this power, believing 


he will use it to promote the public interest. The 
people have shown by their votes that they have 
confidence in him, and this enlarged power could 
not be placed in safer hands. I invite discussion 
as to the merits of this bill, not wholesale condem- 
nation without reason. If the scl.eme here em- 
bodied is impracticable, offer a better, free from 
grave objections, and if it meets with favor in this 
body, I will sustain it. Butlet us have discussion, 
followed by decisive action this session. 

Mr. BROOKE. Mr. President, when I spoke 
of the impracticability of the measure of the Sen- 
ator from California, 4 did not refer to the route. 
On the contrary, | concur with him that that, in 
all probability, is practicable. I referred to the 
means that he has proposed for the building of the 
road. But | hope that any plan which may be 
presented for the consideration of the Senate, will 
leave the terminiand the route to be adopted here- 
after, on surveys made with that view. The Sen- 
ator, however, complains that the action contem- 
plated by my motion will postpone this matter 
until 1855. I have a more serious complaint to 
make of his measure. | believe that if it is adopt- 
ed, it will postpone the completion of this work 
till the year 2023. I have examined the Senator’s 
bill with some care, and I have examined it in 
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connection with the Whitney project, whi 


been so much pressed before Congress. 1} 


ive 
before me the opinions of some gentlemen, emi 

for theirexpertence and ability in railroad matters, 
riving some estimate of the time that it would take 
to build this railroad according to that pls T 


only difference | can see between the Whitney 
pl un and the plan of the Senator from California 
is, that Mr. Whitney goes 
than that Senator. | 
which I allude. 


The memorial of John Plumbe to the Conere 


rather more into detail 


Let me present the paper to 


of the United States, contains the follo 
tration on this point: 


he following brief letter, which has been re tedl 





i i en wy 
published, has never bee mn satistactoriy newer ’ ined it 
is therefore presumed that Mr. Whitv 2 unable t nm 
trovert the general correctness of i t 

Boston, S ‘ | ; 
To the Chamber of ¢ morne e. Ne } 

GENTLEMEN: We observe that vou recon nad W t 
ney’s plan for a railroad to the Pacil We had AviOUSIY 
understood that you were in favor o rire that work 
insure the use of the road to the present generation \ 
vou be so kind as to explain tor wt ’ he road 
ean be obtained for the present generation by Whitney's 
plan 

He proposes first to build ten mi fy } 1 then 
by the sal f lands) to creat t ‘ Wu the 
nextten miles. May we not sa assiine thatit will take 
itn at least one yi ir to build the first ten u . then oue 
vear more to sell the land ; then three vear re to get his 
pay Thus, at the end of five years, he will be prepared 
(money in hand) to build the next ten mile 

According to this ratio ot five suecessi\ \ s tor each 
successive ten miles, it will take eight hundred and fifty 
vears to make one thousand seven hundred and filty miles 
of railroad! If (by astretch of imavginatior it should be 

anid that he will, in a single yea raid © first ten miles, 
and within the same vear sell his land and get lis pay, even 
then it will take one hundred and sev \ irs uld oue 
tou ind seven hundred miles ranire 


An early reply will oblige, respectiiulty, 
WILLIAM INGALLS, 
I H. DERUY, 
J. ©. DUNE 
axe 


oO. D 


DEGRAND, 
ASHLEY, 
Commiultre. 
Then, as to the plan of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia, it is, in reference to the means, identically 
the same with that of Mr. Whitney, and that is 
to build the road by land alone. According to the 
most liberal estimate furnished by the gentleman, 
it would take one hundred and seventy years to 
complete the road on his plan, and that would 
bring us to the year 2023. ‘The adoption of his 
plan, therefore, would be the postponement of the 
building of the road until that time. 
fore, opposed to it. 


l am, there- 
I am opposed to the means, 
and not to the route, and for that reason | denom- 
inated the scheme impracticable; and not wishing 
to see the time of the Senate wasted with the dis- 
cussion of this impracticable bill, | have made a 
motion to refer itto the Select Committee appointed 
by the Senate to take cognizance of the matter, 
hoping that they will produce something practi- 
cal, something that will meet the sanction of the 
Senate. I do not believe that any one Senator can 
produce any scheme, or bring forward any propo- 
sition, that will meet the sanction of the whole Sen- 
ate.. But I hope, and I believe, that the Select Com- 
mittee, representing the various interests involved, 
will bring forward some satisfactory scheme. 

Mr. RUSK. I shall vote against the reference 
of this bill to the Special Committee on this sub- 
ject, because | think that itis entirely unnecessary. 
They have a bill before them already, and they 
have worked pretty hard on that bill. ‘hat one 
bill brings the whole subject before the.a, as much 
as if they had all the bills referred to them. At 
the time I made the motion to refer the bill which 
is now under the consideration of the Special 
Committee, I stated, as one of the reasons why [ 
did so, that they would be enabled by discussion, 
and by the interchange of opinions in the Senate 
upon this bill, to so frame one as to meet the 
views of the Senate. If the bill is to be passed, 
and become a Jaw, it must be by the votes of the 
Senate, and by the votes of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and I think the committee, in prepar 
ing the bill, should avail themselves of the indica- 


tions of sentiment in each body. I do not know 


| how it may be with others, but for myself [ have 


been considerably instructed this morning by the 
desultory discussion which has grown up on t 

bill, pushed off, as it has been, until nearly three 
o’clock. I have learned by the discussion of t! 

morning certain facts which are very important to 
be taken into consideration by the committee, as 
well as by the Senate. I allude to the fact men- 
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tioned by the honorable Senator from Missouri of 
the necessity of some connection with the route 
by which can be transported the iron necessary to 
be laid down on this road. 

I regret to hear so much about impracticable 
so much about ‘if this road could ever 
be built:’’ and long calculations made as to the 
time which it will take to build it. Sir, the road 
can be built, and it can be built promptly. 

Mr. BADGER. And it must be built. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope so. I wish | had the 
power of using language that strong. I believe 
that in building this road, I should be doing the 
rreatest possible service to the country. In the 
first place, the construction of this road will more 
than double your domestic commerce. It will 
bring into existence a vast deal of industry and 
enterprise that without it will not be developed. 
It will advance the intercourse between you and 
your important possessions on the Pacific ocean. 
It will make them have the same attachment for 
you that the people in the immediate vicinity of 
the capval have; and without it you cannot ex- 
pect to hold their affections. It will save millions 
upon millions of capital now going out, and being 
invested in making communications with Cali- 
fornia through foreign countries and through ter- 
ritories that do not belong to us, diverting our 
people, and passing them on through unhealthy 
climates. The construction of this road will save 
hundreds and thousands of lives in that intercourse 
which necessarily will take place between the At- 
lantic States and the Pacific. 

More than that, this route is perfectly practica- 
ble to be constructed, and in my opinion, if you 
construct it, you will do more towards putting 
this country in a state of defense and guaranteeing 
peace than you can do by all the resolutions and 
declarations you may make. It is a fact as well 
known to all foreign Governments as to ourselves, 


schemes- 


and perhaps a little better known to them than to” | 


a great many of us here, that there are men enough 
in this country—there is physical force enough in 
it to defend ourselves against any assaults that 
may be made—to defend us against the combined 
Powers of the world. All we need is to concen- 
trate that force at any one point, or at any num- 
ber of points where we may be attacked. 

If we want peace, let us adopt something that 
willtend to preserve it. Lamfor peace. Peace is 
the mission of this country, and I would goa 
great ways to preserve peace. Our interests and 
the interests of mankind and human liberty itself, 
in my opinion, depend a great deal upon peace— 
a peace for this country to develop her immense 
resources; and the best plan to secure that peace, 
is to have no exposed possessions to tempt an 
enemy. At present everybody knows that we 
have such exposed possessions. The world knows 
it; and those possessions are of the most tempting 
kind to the cupidity of other Governments. How 
long could we defend California after a declaration 
of war on our part against a strong maritime 
Power, or a declaration of war on their part against 
us? Wecannot march troops there; that is ut- 
terly out of the question. Wedo not defend our 
own frontier now. Why, atthe time I am speak- 
ing, there are hundreds and thousands of our fel- 
low-citizens exposed to the tomahawk and scalp- 
ing-knife for the want of proper regard being paid 
to the defenses of the country. You have ample 
physical force, necessary means of every descrip- 
tion, todo that, but you have not the means of 
communication. Those means will be furnished 
by the construction of this road. If it should be 
constructed, we could have intercourse from this 
side of the Union to California, our most exposed 
frontier, in five days; and it would then take but 
a very short time to ascertain here, at the seat of 
Government, what necessities may exist on the 
Pacific coast. Telegraphic wires, as a matter of 
course, will follow this road, and we shall be able 
to communicate with California and our extensive 
Pacific possessions in a few moments, and be able 
to send the hardy yeomanry of the interior to any 
point that may be necessary, in order to defend 
ourselves in case of an attack. 

Under these circumstances, I hope and trust that 
the honorable members of the Senate will take 
jhis matter into consideration, and that they will 
not indulge in calculations to show that this 
scheme is totally impracticable. If the meas- 
ure that is before us is impracticable, let them point 
oat its impracticability, and show that a better 


one is practicable. I do met believe, for myself, 
that a grant of land is the best method of building 
the road. I think it is less available and perhaps 
much more expensive than building it by some 
other sort of means. But the discussion on this 
bill is for the purpose of eliciting gentlemen’s 
opinions. How shall we members of the Select 
Committee ever come to any conclusion unless 
we hear an expression of the opinions of the 
Senate? How shall we adopt a practical plan, 
unless we find some general points laid down? We 
must discuss these matters. We cannot bring 
anything in here which will not be discussed. 
Why not, then, just as well go on with the ex- 
change of opinion on this subject? We shall be 
able to report in a very short time, and we shall 
do so just as promptly as we can. When we 
do a good thing I do not want it to be forgotten, and 
therefore I wish to say that we have worked hard. 
We shall have a good deal to do, and we shall 
report in a few days to the Senate; but we wish, 
in the mean time, to have the guidance of opin- 
ions which may be expressed from all quarters. 

Mr. BADGER. I agree, sir, in almost every 
word that has fallen from my friend from Texas. 
1 believe that this road is of high importance to 
the whole country, and that some available plan 
ought to be, without any unnecessary delay, 
adopted, and provision made for its execution by 
the Congress of the United States. I concur with 
him that the prompt completion of this road will 
do more to place us in a position by which, in 
any possibleadverse circumstances that may arise, 
we shall be able to defend at once the interest and 
the honor of the country, than all the filibustering 
speeches that have been made, or can be made, 
from now till the end of the century. 

I believe, Mr. President, in the truth of the re- 
mark made many years ago, by one of the greatest 
men who has ever adorned the history of this 
country—I mean the late Alexander Hamilton— 
that real firmness is good for everything, and that 
bluster is good fornothing. I agree, therefore, in 
every word that my honorable friend from Texas 
has said; and if to the execution of this road 
were superadded adequate and liberal provision 
for the increase of the Navy of the United States, 
for which | am ready at any moment and under 
any Administration to vote, and for putting the 
Army and the other defenses of the country, in a 
position of adequate force and availability, we 
should do more, in the event of any future contin- 
gency, which might require of us to speak and to 
act, to give authority to what we might say and 
do, than by all the magnificent speeches that have 
been delivered here, or in the other end of the Capi- 
tol, upon the power and grandeur and strength 
and invincibility of this mighty American nation 
of ours. 

Sir, if in this age of the world we ever accom- 
plish anything, it is not to be by speeches, or 
proclamations, or pronunciamientos, as my friend 
from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] suggests. They do 
very well for the region of Mexico, but they do 
not answer for the United States, nor do they an- 
swer to affect the great Powers of Europe. Agree- 
ing, therefore, in the practical value of what my 
friend from Texas has said, being entirely in favor 
of the accomplishment of the great design which 
this bill proposes, I am yet sensible, as every 
other member of this body is, that but a very 
small portion of the members pay any attention 
to the discussion that is going on. There were 
but two persons I believe listening just now to 
my friend from Texas—one was the Suantet from 
California, and the other was myself. 

Several Senators. I was listening. 

Mr. BADGER. And not more than half a 
dozen are listening even to me. 

Mr. HAMLIN and other Senarors. 
listening. 

Mr. BADGER. Under such circumstances, 
with every desire to promote the success of this 
great work, I think it is proper that I should sub- 
mit a motion that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and , 

The Senate adjourned. 


I am 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trurspay, January 27, 1853. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Rev. James GaLianen. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


The SPEAKER. The first business in orde; 
is the reception of reports from the Committee op 
Ways and Means. ) 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. I ask the unanj. 
mous consent of the House to take from the Speak. 
er’s table the following Senate bill: 

An act (No. 508) for the settlement of a cer. 
tain class of private land claims within the limits 
of the D’Auterive claim, and for allowing pyre. 
emption to certain purchasers and actual settlers 
in the event of the final adjudication of the title o¢ 
said D’Auterive in favor of the United States, ang 
for other purposes. 

Mr. STANLY. I object, if it is to come oy 
of the morning hour. 

Mr.MOORE. I hope the gentleman will with. 
draw the objection. I only desire to take it up for 
the purpose of reference. 

Mr. STANLY. If that is the object, I wij 
withdraw the objection. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I! renew the objec. 
tion, if it is to come out of the morning hour, and 
I give notice, that from this time out I shall objec; 
to all business other than the regular order during 
the morning hour. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on Ep. 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the fol. 
lowing bill; which received the signature of the 
Speaker: 

An act for the relief of John W. Quinney, » 
member of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians. — 

CALL OF COMMITTEES FOR REPORTS. 

Mr. PHELPS, under the instructions of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, reported a bi! 
making appropriations for the transportation of 
the United States mail by ocean steamers and 
otherwise, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying 
documents, ordered to be printed. p 

Mr. HOUSTON, under instructions of the 
same committee, reported a bill making appropri- 
ations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed, 

THE FOURTH INSTALLMENT. 

Mr. STANLY. I have the authority of the 
Committee on Ways and Means to report a bill 
which was introduced by myself during the last 
session of Congress, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Waysand Means. It is a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the several 
States the fourth installment authorized by the act 
of June, 1836. 

The Committee on Ways and Means, or the 
members of that committee, there not being a fu! 
meeting, directed me to report against the bill. | 
thank them for that, because it affords me the 
privilege of bringing the bill before the House, 
where I hope to have some action upon it. I de- 
sire the Chair to examine it, and see whether it 
must of necessity go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; and after his de 
cision I wish to submit some remarks upon the bi! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of 
the gentleman, if the bill was reported with a re- 
commendation that it do not pass? 

Mr. STANLY. The bill was introduced by 
me, read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means during the 
last session. That committee now authorize me 
to report it, with the recommendation that it do 
not pass. 

The bill was then read through by the Clerk, as 
follows: 

A bill to pay the fourth installment of the deposits of 
the public money, directed to be made under the provisions 
of the act of 23d June, 1836, to the several States entitled 
the same, &c., &c. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent: 
tives of the United ‘States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to deposit, as hereinafter men 
tioned, with those States that received the previous install 
ments, the fourth installment of the deposits of public money 
directed to be made with said States under the provisiors 
of the thirteenth section ct the act approved the twenty 
third day of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, in sums 
to which each State was entitled respectively, to wit: 
With the States of— 


DEON. caiinns 0:08 ond Fs cn's creases «aes sa'us $318,612 75 
New Hampshire.........++ e+seeeereee 223,028 93 
Massachiisetts...... eaceuenel Fixeehe ee 446,057 86 
Rhode Island......cccserveceeerecreees 127,445 10 
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sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That to carry into 
tthe provisions aforesaid, for the purposes hereinafter 
ned, the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
stares be directed to cause to be prepared a certificate of 
k for each State, containing the amounts as specified in 


e firstsection, to be deposited with it, signed by said Sec- | 


iry, and countersigned by the Register of the Treasury, 
ring an interest of five per centum per annum, payable 
early on the first day of January and the first day of 


ommencing on the first day of January in the year 


Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That this deposit is to 
be made with said States, to transportto Liberia, in Africa, 
free people of color within said States, respectively, and 


rovide for and to educate said people, as each State en- 
ed tothe stock may direct; and when any State afore- 
said, by an act for that purpose, shall agree to accept the 


posit and appropriate the interest accruing thereon for the 
ses aforesaid, or either of them, the said Secretary of 
{ l'reasury, on being notified thereof by an authenticated 
py of the act, shall deliver to the Governor of said States 
yaccepting said deposit the certificate of stock, prepared 
iid State in manner aforesaid, or to such other officer 

as the State may designate. 


Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, When a State that ac 
epts the said stock shall thereafter decline or omitto ap 
ropriate and expend the interest, according to the true in 


nt and meaning of this act, the 
eposited with that State shall cease, so long as the State 
hall thus decline or omit to carry this act into effect. 

sec. 5. Be it further enacted, The principal of said 
stack is not to be paid without the express direction of 
i ngre ss, 

Pi . 6. And be it further enacted, 
States shall have removed 


interest on said stock so 


That when said 
all such free persons of color 
iding in their respective’ borders, as hereinbefore men 
then the balance of the money to which they are 
entitled shall be appropriated by said States to the education 
f the poor, or to internal improvements within their re- 
pective borders, as to each State shall seem right and 
ve per 

The following are the amendments proposed by 
Mr. Sranzy, on the suggestion of members of the 


Committee of Ways and Means, to the above bill, 


one d, 


Sec. 3. Insert after the word “ Liberia,”’ 
such other place as each State shall select.”’ 

In the same section, insert after the words “* States, re- 
spectively,’? the words ** with their own consent. ”’ 

In the same section, insert after the word ‘* people,”’ the 
words ** after their removal to Africa.’ 

Sec. 6. After the word ‘* mentioned,’ insert the words 

except such as are over fifty years of age, or so infirm 
they cannot safely be removed.’’ 

Mr. STANLY. I desire the opinion of the 
Chair whether this bill must go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, or not? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will refer the gen- 
tleman to the provision of the bill, which requires 
the interest upon these bonds to be paid out of the 
Treasury. The Chair is inclined to the opinion 
that the bill must go tothe Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY. If that be so, I yield, and 
move to refer the bill; and that the bill and amend- 
ments be printed. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I moveto lay the bill upon 
the table; and upon that I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. STANLY. I have the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 

Mr. Sweerser] has not the floor to make his 
motion, as the gentleman from North Carolina is 
upon the floor. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
ind yielded the floor. 

Mr. STUART. I would ask the Chair, if the 
first question is not upon the recommendation of 
the committee, that the bill do not pass ? 

The SPE AKER. That recommendation has 
nothing to do with the ordinary course of proceed- 
ings upon the bill. 
may have its influence with the House. The 
juestion will be upon the engrossment of the bill. 


the words “ or 


He had made his motion, 





It is a mater, though, which | 


| question to be this: 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Mich- 
igan misunderstood the report of the committee 
1 understand that report to be, that the bill be re- 
ported to the House, and that the motion be made 
to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. STANLY. No, sir. No, sir. 

Mr. STUART. Let the report be read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any written repo: 

Mr. STANLY. There is not. The recom- 
mendation of the committee was that the bill do 
not pass. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Did I understand 
the Chair to decide that the bill must go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. That is the decision of the 
Chair; and discussion js not in order. If, under 
the rule, it must go to that committee, no debate 
is necessary to carry it there. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Then my 
order. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolinia [Mr. Sranty] apprehend the 
Chair? 

Mr. STANLY. 
are talking at once. 
minutes’ 
House. 

The SPEAKER. All proceedings touching ap- 
propriations of money shall first be discussed in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. The Chair’s decision is, that this bill, 
if it contains an appropriation of money out of the 
T reasury, must w ithout question go to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. STANLY. If I havethe floor! will make 
the motion to print the bill, before | make the 
motion to refer. 


The SPEAKER. 


motion 18 In 


ne mie rs 
occupy fifteen 
get the matter before the 


I do not: so many 
I shall not 
time, if I can 


That would be in order. 

Mr. STANLY. Then 1 submit that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina makes a proposition that the bill, with 
certain amendments of his, be printed. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I rise to a question of 
order. Does the Chair decide that this bill must 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 


The SPEAKER. That is the decision. 
Mr. SWEETSER. Then the gentieman from 
North Carolina could not hold the floor after he 


made his motion to referand print. I took the floor 
and made a motion to lay the bill upon the table; 
and now he makesa motion to printit. My point 
of order is, that I had the right to take the floor 
and move to lay the bill upon the table, and having 
made that motion, it must be first put before the 
motion of the gentleman from North (¢ 
in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Sweerser} 
had a right to submit a motion to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANLY. How did the gentleman from 
Ohio get the floor, when I had it, and made 
tion to print this bill ? 
floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina made a motion to commit the bill, and 
the subject of committing a bill is not debatable. 
The gentleman could not, therefore, hold the floor 
after making that motion. 

Mr. STANLY. I withdrew that, and made a 
motion to print separately, and so stated to the 
Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit this point 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, as well as 
to the Chair: If the rule requires that all bills 
making appropriations of money shall have their 
first reading in the Committee of the Whole 
House, a motion to print, though it generally opens 
the merits of the question, cannot supersede a 
rule which requires that the bill shall have its first 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; and, consequently, a mo- 
tion to print bemg made, in connection with a 


Yarolina is 


Upon that motion I call 


a nmo- 
I have never yielded the 


motion to refer, cannot open the consideration of 


this bill, until it has had its consideration in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. STANLY. It cannot have its first and 
second reading in the Committee of the Whole, 
for it had that at the last session. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands the 
‘The bill had its first 


and 
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second reading at the last session of Congress. It 
’ 


was reported from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, with the recommendation that it do not 
pass. The bill containsan appropriation, Unde: 
the rule, it must be first discussed in the Commit 
tee of the Whole House; yet the Chair holds that 


the privileged motion made by 
Ohio [Mr. 


leman from 
and itis com 


the gent 


SWEETSER] may be put, 


petent for the House to lay the Wf upon the table, 
without committing it at all. 
Mr. STANLY. 1 do not dispute that at ail 


The SPEAKER. The bill 


blein the House. It must be 


is not itself debata 


debated first in the 


Committee of the Whe leon the state of the U Mon 
The Chair doubts whether the motion to print, 
opening up as it would the merits of the bill, is 
debatable. At all events, the question to print 


cannot arise until the bill is either committed 
disposed of. The question to print follows the de 
cision of the question fo commiut Such is the 
every-day practice. he motion, then, of the 
rentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sweerser,} in the 
opinion ef the Chair, may intervene 

Mr. STANLY. Will the Chair allow me to 
say a word upon the point of order 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would be happy 
to hear the gentleman, although, according to the 
decision of the Chair, debate is not in order. 

Mr. STANLY. I do not wish to 
The Chair, as | understand 
motion to print 


debate 1t 
it, doubts whether the 
is debatable; and surely I have a 


of that doubt, to show where | 


right to the benefit - 


stand. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would be glad to 
hear the rentleman. 


Mr. STANLY. I have reported that bill by 
order of the Committee on Ways and Means; but, 
as | stated, not by a full committee. 
t ed me he House 


They au- 
thoriz | 
ommendation that it do not pass. 


with a 
| made that 
report, and madea motion to print and refer. The 
Speake r decided that the bill m to the Com 


Whole on the state of the Union, 


to report it to t rec- 


wtro 


mittee of the 


because it contains an appropriation. I did not 
yie d the floor, but asked that the bill may be print 
ed, and withdrew the motion to refer. ] maintain 
that I now have the floor—having never yielded 
it—on that motion to print. ‘That is the question 


| wish the Speake to decide. 

The SPEAKER. If that question is not de 
batable, the gentleman will 
is right in dec 


allow that the Chai 


iding that he cannot retain the floor 
Mr. STANLY. Does the Chair decide tha 
the motion to print is not debatable? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does so decide 
upon the ground 
batable, the quest 
the « 


that if the bill 
nto print 
ypinion of the Chair; | 


itself is not de- 
cannot be debated, in 
ause the question to 
rrintinvolves necessarily tl 
itself, 

Mr. STANLY. I hav 
the question taken on the motion 
table. I demand the yeas and nay 

The yeas and nays were the orde red. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennesse Wi 
sion, L will usk the sentleman from "Nor n Caro 
lina one question. 

TheSPEAKER. Only by the 
sent of the House 

Mr. JONES. I want to know——~— 

Many VOICES. [| obje 43"" ** | object 

The SPEAKER Objection 1s made. 

Mr. STANLY As 
annot answer. 

The 
‘sided in the 
follows: 


merits of the measure 
no ot jection to } Ave 
to lay the 


upon the 


UNANIMOUS Col 
can it be done. 


| cannot hear, of course! 


then 
affirmative— 


question was taken, and it was ce 


aves 105. navs 60: 


Y FAS— Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Averett 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Baviv, Bartlett, Beale. Bo- 
cock, Bragg, Aibert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Cas 
kie, Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Cleme Cliogman, 
Cobb, Coleeck, Curtis, J G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Diminic Dist Devt Dunt Durkee, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Faulkner, Ficklin, Florence, Floyd, Freeman, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Hay 
ris, Hart, Henn, Hillyer, H uda Houston, Thomas vy 
How, Howard, Ingersoll, ves, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, James Johnson, R. W. Johnson, D. T. Jone 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, Kurt 


Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, 
Millson, Molony, Murphy, 
en ker, Phelps. Powell, Richardson, 
bie, Roses, David L. Seymour, Origen S. Seymour. Skel 
ton, Smart, Smith, Snow, Riehard H. Stanton, Abrahai 
P. Stephens, Alexander U. Stephens, St. Martin, Stratton 
Stuart. Sutherland, Sweetser, Toombs. Venable, Wallac 
Wilcox, Wildrick, and Woodward—10 


Mason, McLana 
Nabers, Orr, And: 
Riddle, Robbins, R 


Murray 
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NAYS—Messrs. William Appleton, Barrere, Bennett, 
Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, George H. Brown, 
Burrows, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chap- 
man, Cottman, Cutlom, Darby, George T. Davis, Dockery, 
Duncan, Ewing, Fay, Henry M. Fuller, Gentry, Good- 
enow, Harper, Haven, Horstord, John W. Howe, Thomas 
M lowe, George G. King, Kulins, Landry, Little, Martin, 
Meacham, Miller, Henry D Moore, John Moore, Morehead, 
Newton, Outaw, Samuel W. Parker, Penniman, Perkins, 
Porter, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoonmaker, Stanly, Ben- 
jamin Stanton, Taylor, Thurston, Tuck, Walsh, Watkins, 
Welch, Wells, Addison White, and Wittiams—60. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. STANLY. If desire to know if the motion 
to print falls wath the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Itdoes. The whole subject 
is laid on the table. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina is on the floor to a question of order. 

Mr. SEANLY. If the motion to print goes 
with the bill, according to the decision of the 
Chair, | ask the una: imous consent of the House 
to have the bill printed. 

The SPEAKER. The whole subject roes to 
the table, by the vote of the House. Is there any 
objection to the request of the gentleman from 
North Carolina to have the bill printed ? 

Mr. SWEETSER, I object to it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 


I rise to a privileged ques- 


objects. 
Mr. SWEETSER. I rise to a privileged mo- 
tion. 


Mr. STANLY. I must raise a question on 
the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman appeal 
from the decision? 

Mr. STANLY. I do. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
motion to print falls with the bill on the table, by 
the vote of the House. From that decision the 
gentleman from North Carolina appeals. 

Mr. SEANLY. I wish to state the grounds of 
my appeal, 

The SPEAKER. The subject is not debat- 
able, but the Chair would be glad to hear the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. STANLY. How can I appeal without 
stating the grounds of it? 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman can state his 
grounds, if he has a rule to read. 

Mr. STANLY. My ground, if I am allowed 
to state it, is, that according to the 46th rule, 








% 
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tion of printing, or a question upon the engross- ‘| Mr. GORMAN. [ beg to submit another ‘. 
ment or commitment of the bill, it must first be port from the same committee. ” 


taken from the table by a motion to reconsider. 
The Chair must therefore overrule the question of 
order raised bythe gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Sranty.} 

Mr. STANLY. [ appeal, with the view of get- 
ting this matter upon the Journal. 

Mr. ORR. I move to lay the appeal upon the 
table. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Orr, and it was agreed to. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table. 


Mr. SWEETSER. I rise to a question of 
privilege. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was laid upon the table, and also to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon-the table. 

The question was taken on the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are still in order 
from the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. GORMAN. [submit the following report 
from the Committee on Printing, which will not, 
I think, give rise to any debate: 

The Committee on Printing, to which was referred the 
resolution of the House for the printing of filteen thousand 
extra copies of the annual report of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury on the state of the finances, recomend that ibere 
be printed only thirteen thousand extra copies of said re- 
port, and that two thousand copies of that portion of it 
relating exclusively to the fisheries be priuted separately. 

By printing the two thousand copies relattug to the fish- 
eries separately, the cost will be reduced by the amount 
of press-work aud paper which would be required tor the 
remaining portion. W. A. GORMAN, 

Chairman House Committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
of the gentleman from Indiana how many pages 
the entire report will make? 

Mr. GORMAN. It wiil make between three 
and four hundred pages. There will be a reduc- 


| tion in the cost of these extra numbers if, as is 


recommended by the committee, of the fifteen 
thousand extra copies proposed by the resolution 


'of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee to be printed, 


‘When a qiestion is under debate, no motion shall be || 


received but to adjourn, to le on the table, for a previous 
question, to postpone to a day certain, to commit or amend, 
to postpone indefinitely; which several mouons shall have 
prece dence in the order in which they are arranged; and 
no motion to postpone toa day certain, to commit, or to 
postpone indefinitely, being decided, shall be again allowed 
on the same day, and at the same stage of the bill or propo 
sition.’’ 
Now this bill was not under debate. 


The SPEAKER. This bill was not under de- 
bate, nor could it be, for the reason that the rule 
requires that it shall be debated, if at all, first in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. STANLY. There is one point I should 
be glad to have the Chair decide for me. If the 
Chair states that [ shall not state my point of 
order, I will submit to the decision; but if he says 
I can, | want him to hear me out. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, by an express 
rule of the House, has a right to discuss questions 
of order, in preference to any gentleman upon the 
floor. 

Mr. STANLY. Iwas making a statement of 
my point when the Chair interrupted me. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not suppose 
he was interfering with the gentleman’s statement, 
or he would not have done so. 

Mr. STANLY. My statement is this: that this 
bill was not, according to the 46th rule, under 
debate at the time the gentleman from Ohio made 
his motion; and I want to know if the bill is laid 
upon the table, on the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, under such circumstances, and [ make 
a motion to print, that being a separate motion of 
mine, and having the floor, does that motion to 

»yvint lie on the table also? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
motion to lay upon the table, if carried, takes with 
it all that is attached to the bill; and the bill and 
everything accompanying it, is, by a vote of the | 
House, laid upon the table; and to reach the ques- | 


two thousand consist only of that portion of the 
report which relates to the fisheries. ‘The object 
of ordering the printing of these two thousand 
copies of the portion of the report relating to the 
fisheries, is to enable those living in the vicinity 
of that particular interest to be accommodated 
with these copies as far as they will go. It is 
done at their request, and, as I have already said, 
it lessens the cost by a considerable amount. 

Mr. JONES. What number of pages will that 
portion of the report relating to the fisheries proba- 
bly make? 

Mr. GORMAN. It will make about two hun- 
dred and eighty pages. 

Mr. JONES. ‘Then, I suppose, it will be a por- 
tion so small that it will not come within the bind- 
ing privilege. 


Mr. GORMAN. The provision for binding ex- 


| tends to books of over two hundred and fifty pages, 


and this, therefore, is included within that pro- 
vision. 

Mr. JONES. This is a very small item, andI 
think that we had better print fifteen thousand extra 
copies of the entire report. 


Mr. GORMAN. ‘The members from the north- 


eastern States called upon the committee, and de- 


sired the printing of this number of copies of that 
yortion of the report I have adverted to, separately. 
They preferred the printing of this separate por- 


| tion on the fisheries, because they were more im- 


mediately interested in it than those from a differ- 
ent section of the Union, and because they might 
be enabled to exchange with western members 
their share of the copies of the entire report, for 
copies of this separate part of it. The recom- 


| mendation is made by the committee as a matter 


of accommodation, 

Mr. STUART. 
tion. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing, whether there 
is any prospect of Congress having printed during 
the present session of Congress the President’s 


I call for the previous ques- 


| annual message and accompanying documents? 


| 


Mr. GORMAN. 
possibly can be bound up. 
The call for the previous question was seconded, 


| and the main question was ordered to be put. 


The question was then taken, and the report of 
the committee was adopted. 


It is coming in as fast as it | 


The Committee on Printing on the part of ¢ 
House of Representatives report back, and reeon 
mend the adoption of, the following resolution a 
ferred to it by the House: iY 

ss Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Com 
missioner of the General Land Office, one thousand Copies 


of the supplement to the annual report of said Commissioy 
for the year 1852-'53.” her 


It will only cost thirty dollars as per calculat 
Superintendent of the Public Printing. 


W. A. GORMAN 
Chairman of House Committee 

The question was taken and the report was 
adopted. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. My colleague on the Com. 
mittee on Ways and Means (Mr. Dunnam) hos 
a report in his hands from that committee, whic, 
he proposes to submit, and as its consideratiny 
will consume some time, and there are only a ri 
minutes left of the morning hour, | move, wi: 
his consent, that the rules be suspended, and th»: 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on t#e state of the Union. m 

Mr. SACKETT. Is that motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman having regularly obtained the floor, ang 
not having arrested anybody in a speech or 
business, it 1s In order. 

Mr. STANLY. I demand tellers on that mo. 
tion, that the House may decide whether it y 
proceed to the consideration of the business 9 
the Speaker’s table, or resolve itself into the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pork and 


ion of the 


in 


McNair were appointed. 


i» 
‘ 


The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to, the tellers having reported—ayes 
2, noes 63. 
The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 


House resolved itself into the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Brown, 
of Mississippi, in the chair.) 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the business be. 
fore the committee was the consideration of House 
bill No. 335, ** to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
June 30th, 1853.’ ; 

At the rising of the committee yesterday the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


| [Mr. FLtorence] to the amendment of the gentle- 


man from North Carolina [Mr. Vewnasie] was 
pending. On thatamendment the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Dean] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. DEAN. I obtained the floor, Mr. Chair- 
man, only to state that I was opposed to the 


| amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


\from North Carolina, [Mr. Vewnasie.] 


and in favor of that proposed by the gentleman 
The 


| Jackson equestrian statue is placed upon the pub- 


lic ground and dedicated to the public; and we, 


_by the legislation of a former session, in appro- 


| claim him. 


priating $5,000 for the erection of a pedestal on 
which to place this noble monument, have made 
it a national work. 

I do not propose to take part in the discussion 
in relation to General Jackson. No party can 
His fame is national, and belongs to 
the whole country; and, while I would not only 


| vote to pay for the pedestal, but, the statue itself, 
| I would do the same if one had been erected tothe 


memory of Henry Clay, or any other one of our 
great statesmen. But I hope that our time will 
not be consumed here in useless debates. Weare 
all now Jackson men in some way, if not in 
party sense; we all believe that he was a true pa- 
triot. Let us pass the amendment of the gentle- 


/man from North Carolina, [Mr. Venase,} and 


vote down all others. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I take himas a party man, 
and would not be willing to give him up. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 


| Mr. Friorence, and it was rejected. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I move the following amend- 
ment: 

For the erection of a bronze statue to Albert Gallatin, 
$25,000. ' 

Mr. DUNHAM. I rise to a question of order. 
There is no law authorizing that, as ] understand. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no law, as | 
suppose there is not, the amendment is, in the 


_ opinion of the Chair, out of order. 


si 


Mr. GIDDINGS. For the purpose of attain- 
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the object I had im view in submitting the 
amendment, which the Chair has decided to be 
ar, of order, | move a reduction of the amount 
of appropriation in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, (Mr VENABLE,| five 
dollars. 
" Sain to avow here, that I wash my hands of | 
shie wasteful consumption of the time of this body 
call the treasure of the country, in legislating for 
the objects contemplated by the amendments under 
consideration yesterday and to-day. The idea 
that the character of Washington or Jackson can 
he affected by them, I deem preposterous. The 
fame of these great men has been long since re- 
corded upon the pese of history. The record is 
made up and will go down to generations yet to 
come, unrefuted by anything we can do. I think, 
and only speak for myself, that we are belittling 
their reputations, (if we affect them in any way,) 
and the dignity of cur own duties, when we at- 
tempt to perpetuate their deeds by the erection of 
monuments of wood and stone, and marble and 
brick and mortar. We do not add to, but trifle 
with their reputations in making these efforts. 

But my principal objection is, that this practice 
is corrupting the taste and judgment of the nation. 
It appears to me that the founders of this Govern- 
ment had in view the establishment of a Republic 
whose fostering care should be extended towards 
the elevation of mankind, and the more effectually 
to accomplish that end—to promote, and encour- 
age, and secure the blessings of peace and the 
arts and sciences—they intended this Govern- 
ment should promote everything that would vend 
to promulgate intelligence, and promote the im- 
provement of our fellow-men. ‘The erection of | 
monuments to commemorate the memory of great 
men had its rise in an age when learning—when 
the sciences were but little cultivated. They are 
not suited to the age in which we live. 

In offering the amendment which I presented, I 
desired to contrast the character of a civilian—an 
advocate of peace—with that of mere military 
men. I desired to call attention to their memories, 
and advise the youth of our country to copy their 
examples; to strive to attain the reputations which 
they possessed. ‘To me, the man who teaches us 
to save the lives of our fellow-beings is far more 
worthy of our love and admiration than he who 
teaches the destruction of mankind. Such are the 
men whom [ admire. They do more for the 
country a thousand times than those who go into 
the field of military glory; diverting the popular 
sentiment from the arts of peace to those of war 
—to the cultivation of a taste which has proven 
the grave of all Republics that have gone before 
us. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [am opposed to the amend- 
ment, and I desire now, in the early part of the | 
day, to appeal to gentlemen on all sides of the 
House that we may be allowed to vote on the 
pending amendments, and to pass the bill. 

I had occasion this morning to refer to the pro- 
ceedings of the Committee of the Whole during 
the Twenty-ninth Congress, and I find that at the 
short session of that Congress, the Committee of | 
the Whole, at one sitting, passed half of the ap- 
propriation bills. 


During the short session of the | 
rhirtieth Congress, the House, on various occa- 
sions, resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, and passed,with | 
few amendments, the appropriation bills. The In- 
dian appropriation bill, for instance, was not 
snnnduah at all. It was read through, and dis- 
posed of in less than half an hour. It seems to 
me that we have indeed fallen upon strange times. 
The amendment of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, though a like proposition is contained in | 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and 
shortly to come up, has been hanging here for one 
entire legislative day, to theobstruction of every 
other business. Why, sir, if we thus permit the 
time of this committee 

Mr. TOOMBS. I rise to a question of order. 
I think that the gentleman is bound to oppose the 
amendment, and not lecture the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam not lecturing the com- 
mittee. The Chair then sustains the point of or- 
der under a false view of the facts. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I raise another point of 





order, that the Chair having decided the gentle- | 


man to be out of order, he must take his seat, and 
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that he cannot proceed without the permission of | 


| the House. [Laughter.} 

| The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman insists 
| upon his point of order, the gentleman from Ala- 
bama cannot proceed except in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to direct my re- 
marks to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Giopivnes. } 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
order, 

Mr. HOUSTON. If we make any appropria- 
tion at all, the appropriation originally presented 
is the right one, and I desire to say, in conclusion, 
| that | was not lecturing the House. ‘The asser- 
tion that | was lecturing the House is not correct, 
and the decision of the Chair, consequently, was 
based upon a wrong reason. I was appealing to 
the House to aid me in getting through with the 
public business. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Gw- 
pDINGs’s amendment, and it was rejected. 
| Mr. SWEETSER. I propose to amend the 
| amendment of the gentleman from North Carolina 
{[Mr. VENABLE] by increasing the amount five 
dollars, and | do it with the view of directing the 
attention of the committee for a few minutes to the 
issue which | shall make with my colleague, in ref- 
erence to the propriety of expending public money 
/ in the erection of statues to the departed dead. 
| There is no man of reflection in this House who 
supposes that we can add to the fame of these 
great men, that have served theircountry in times 
past. We owesomething to our constituents, as 
well as to ourselves,and to the generations that will 
come after us. With an overflowing Treasury, 
in the midst of universal prosperity, I submit to 
| this committee that we cannot expend the public 

money better than in raising statues which shall 

perpetuate not only the memory of these men, 

but shall point our own citizens and all strangers 
| who visit this capital to these works of art that 
| show that we appreciate the services of a Wash- 
ington and a Jackson. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a point of order. I 
submit the question, whether the gentleman is 
speaking upon his amendment at all. 

Mr. SWEETSER. It is to increase the appro- 
priation. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman is speaking 
as to the propriety of erecting statues, and not 
upon the propriety of adding five dollars. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- 
| fine his remarks to the amendment, whether the 
appropriation should be increased five dollars. 

Mr. SWEETSER. The amendmentto increase 
the appropriation embraces the whole question of 
appropriation, and my friend from Virginia [Mr. 
Lercuer| will certainly excuse me from any 
lecturing of this House. It has not been my prac- 
tice. I desire to appeal to the House in favor of 
the whole project of the erection of statues. I 
should like to see these appropriations increased 
infinitely beyond any proposition that has been 
submitted to the House. Erect your statues to 
the memory of Washington, Jackson, and the 
revolutionary heroes who do not stand as conspic- 
uous as Washington and Jackson. Bring forward 
the proposition, and it shall have my vote. I 
should like to see these public squares adorned 
with public statues so long as we have an over- 
flowing Treasury. I will not alarm my friends, 
and particularly my friend of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, by enlarging upon the subject. 
| I will engage in no lectures of this House on mat- 
| ters of taste or judgment touching these anpro- 
priations; but when these propositions come for- 
ward fairly, let us meet them in the proper spirit 
of American citizens, and let us do honor, not only 
to ourselves, but the people whom we represent. 
What man is there who visits Washington, that 
would not be proud of seeing a pedestal in Monu- 
mental square, and a statue in honor of George 
Washington, that should eclipse anything erected 
on the face of the globe ? 

{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I am opposed to this in- 
| crease of statues, and the prosecution of this grand 
plan of erecting statuary proposed by my col- 
league—the erection of a regiment of bronze 
statues upon the public squares of this city, at the 
head of which, I suppose, some future Congress 
will place a representation of my colleague, [laugh- 
ter,}] for I believe him to be a man of military 
| fame. 


I withdraw my point of 
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Mr. SWEETSER. I hope my colleague from 
the Western Reserve will be first honored by a 
Statue. * 

Mr. GIDDINGS, My colleague is in favor of 
the increase of this policy. lam opposed to it. 
My judgment and my conscience, as a legislator, 
are opposed toit. I speak not forothers. I deem 
it unworthy of Congress to turn our attention to 
the erection of pictures and statues to commemo- 
rate the military achievements of those great meu 
who have gone before us. Let our attention be 
directed to national economy, to saving the treas- 
ure and the blood whichis wasted in war. | would 
avoid its horrors and its crimes. Let our money 
be expended in the instruction of our youth, the 
education of the humble, and the elevation of those 
who are poor. . 

Mr. SWEETSER. The gentleman comes 
from and represents in part a State that has made 
ample provision for all within its borders. We 
ask nothing from the National Treasury. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I shall go with my 
colleague to collect no more revenue than is neces- 
sary to an economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment. 1] am too much of a Democrat to squan- 
der money drawn from the people in this way, 
{laughter;] and if my friend is to join the aristoc- 
racy of the nation, and squander the public money 
in this manner, let hint no more call himself a 
Democrat. 

A Voice. Read him out. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. He will go to the new Ad- 
ministration as not belonging to the Democracy. 
This money which my colleague proposes to Jav- 
ish so extravagantly comes from the hands of the 
laboring men of this nation; from the laboring 
poor; from those who are destitute even of the 
necessaries of life. They toil and work in pov- 
erty, that we may erect expensive statues to the 
memory of the great and the rich; for we are 
all conscious that the whole of our revenue comes 
from the laboring portion of the community; from 
those who toil for their living. I will not wrench 
from the hand of poverty the smallest mite to 
squander in this way. No, sir. My colleague 
may not have the feeling for laboring men which 
1 possess, but I have been from my youth a 
laboring man. I know what it is to labor, and I 
never will lend any instrumentality in crushing 
the energies of our laboring people in order to 
draw money from their pockets to squander in 
this manner. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Swerr- 
sER’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
rejected, 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Venaste, as follows: 


* For the purpose of completing the pedestal of the eques- 
trian statue of Andrew Jackson, in Lafayette Square. and 
the erection of a suitable iron railing around the sawe, 
$3,000." 

The question was put,and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the committee to make a correction of the fol- 
lowing amendment, adopted last evening: 

** Por the payment ofsuch sums as may be due to tndivid 
uals under the act of March 3, 1815, and 9th April, 1#16, for 
property destroyed by the burning of the navy yard in the 
city of Washington, in the year 1814, the amount to be as- 
certained by the proper accounting officers of the Treasury, 
the sum of $750.” 

I move to amend it by striking out the words 
“Oth of April, 1816.” The committee will recollect 
that this question came up suddenly on yesterday, 
and we had no opportunity of examining the law. 
I find that the reference in that amendment I pro- 
pose to strike out, was improperly made. I de- 
sire to correct it, and I presume there will be no 
objection. 

There being no objection, it was ordered that 
the correction be made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I offerthe following amend- 
ment: 

For salaries of nine supervising and fifty loeal inspect- 
ors, appointed under an act approved August 30, 1852, for 
the better protection of the lives of passengers on steatm- 
boats, with traveling and ther expenses incurred by them, 
$55,870 5v. 

That is an item rendered necessary by the law 
of the last session of Congress. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
which I wish to offer: 


I have another amendment 
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For the payment of the balance of the contract for marble 
work on the east wing of the Patent Office, when due,in 
accordance with said contract, $19,100. 

[I hold in my hand the estimates of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, who wants $44,000 
for the completion of the east wing of the Patent 
Office. Upon examination with some gentlemen 
yesterday, we learned that $19,100 was now due 
under that contract; and without having had occa- 
sion to refer it to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, I propose this amendment myself. The 
reason why I did not offer an amendment covering 


the whole $44,000 is this: At the last session of 


Congress, the proper officers estimated the sum for 
the completion of the east wing of the Patent Office 
at 430,000. After the session had progressed for 
some time, they made an estimate for the same 
work, at $83,127. And before the bill could pass 
in which that appropriation was contained, they 
made a very minute and particular estimate to- 
wards the close of the session at $103,000. 

So that when the proper officers who have that 
Patent Office in charge—a building that is four 
fifths completed, in the course of twelve months, 
estimate, first, that they want $30,000, second, 
$83,000 or more, third, $103,000, for the comple- 
tion of that work, it seems to me that their guess- 
ing is too bad for this House to rely upon. ‘They 
have made those three estimates or guesses, It 
now turns out, at this session of Congress, that 
they want $44,000 in addition to what Congress 
gave them. I was willing, upon my own respon- 
sibility, to offer this oe: weg to pay those 
workmen who have completed their work; but I 
am unwilling to give anything more, until some 
proper person shall make a a free from such 
errore of the true amount needed. 

{The following message was here received from 
the Senate, by the hands of Aspury Dickins, 
E'sq., its Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill and resolu- 
tion of the following titles, viz : 

S. No. 579. An act to extend to real and mixed actions 
the provisions of the thirty-first section of the judiciary act. 

S. No. 73. A resolution for the relief of the owners of the 
brig Kate Boyd; in which I am directed to ask the concur 
rence of this House. ] 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I understand, 
from the remarks of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, that the amendment 
he offers is intended to provide only forthe amount 
due to the contractors for the marble work upon 
the east wing of the Patent Office. Now, sir, I 
understand that this amount does not embrace all 
that is due and payable for work done on that 
building. There are other contractors who have 
heen employed in the construction of that edifice, 
who have sums due them, and to pay which there 
is no money in the hands of the Commissioner. 
I understand the aggregate of debt due for work 
done is $29,000, and it is wrong to select one set 
of contractors to be provided for, and not include 
all others. 

Mr HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Kentucky one question. Does he mean 
to say that the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
has gone on, and expended $29,000 over and 
above the appropriation ? 

Mr. STANTON. I mean to say this: That 
the building was commenced under authority of 
an actof Congress; that contracts have been made 
for the construction of the edifice pursuant to that 
law, and that yearly appropriations have been 
made ever since to meet the obligation of the Govy- 
ernment to the contractors. The gentlemen em- 
ployed upon the work contracted for the building 
of the whole structure, and the appropriation for 
the present fiscal year has Oren insufficient to 
pay them for the work they have done, and com- 
plete the building. The work was not stopped at 
the moment the funds were exhausted, and it 
would have been not only against the interest of 
the Government to do so, but disastrous to the 
contractors. Besides, such is not the usual policy 
pursued upon our public works. 

The Commissioner of Public Buildings has fur- 
nished the Committee on Ways and Means with 
the estimate of amount needed to pay what ts act- 
ually due for work done, and the sum necessary 
to finish and complete the building. The whole 
amount required is $44,000, and of this sum 
$29,000 is required to pay the claims now due. | 
have in my hand a letter from the Commissioner, 
in which he explains the necessity for the addi- 
tional sum of $15,000. That amount, it seems, is 


! 
necessary to complete the work, make the steps, 
iron fences, flag flooring, &c., 80 as to render the 
structure suitable for the occupancy of the public 
officers. 

I know nothing of the various discrepant esti- 
mates submitted to the chairman of Ways and 
Means by the Commissioner. It may be that the 
honorable gentleman does not fully understand 
them. I presume that the Commissioner origin- 
ally estimated for the cost of the main body of 
the structure—the mere building, without the per- 
tico, or other improvements necessary to complete 
it. Afterwards they were increased to provide for 
the portico, &c. This may be the reason of the 
apparent incongruity in the various estimates of 
that officer, and which the gentleman makes the 
ground of objection to the present estimate for de- 
ficiency in the appropriation for that structure. 
But I do not wish to be responsible for the esti- 
mates of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
His expenditures are open to inspection, and if he 
is unfaithful in the discharge of his trust, there are 
abundant meaus of ascertaining it. Without 
knowing this fact, certainly we ought not to reject 
appropriations which are needed, simply because 
they are asked for by him. One thing is certain, 
$29,000 are due the contractors on the Patent Of- 
fice, and $15,000 more will be required to finish 
and complete the building. I move, therefore, 
to amend the amendment by striking out all after 
the word ‘* to,”’ and inserting the following: 

Supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the comple 
tion of the east wing of the Patent Office Building, the sum 
of 244,000. 

This restores the estimate of the Commissioner, 
sent to the House by the Secretary of the Interior, 
and referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to correct one state- 
ment of the gentleman. Here is the letter of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, containing the 
estimates sent in last session, in which he says 
that $103,000 is made necessary, because of the 
portico which the gentleman speaks of. 

Mr. STANTON. It only confirms my con- | 
jecture in relation to the estimates. Isuppesed the 
original estimate was confined to the main build- | 
ing, and that it was subsequently increased by the | 
Commissioner, in order to cover the portico, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Last year’s estimate for 
completing the work was $103,000, and now he 
wants $44,000 more. 

Mr. STANTON. The portico alone, which is 
the most excellent specimen of work in the city, 
cost over $90,000. 

The question was taken on Mr. Sranron’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was agreed 
lo. 

The question recurred on the amendment as 
amended, and being put, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For deficiency in the appropriations heretofore made to | 


> 
4 


the Bureau of Topographical Engineers, $314 30, to enable 
said bureau to pay to Edward Averil an account due him, 
not exceeding that sum. 

That is a very smal! sum, only $314 30. It is | 
to enable the Bureau of Topographical Engineers 
to pay Averil an account of that amount. Ihave 
two letters from the bureau, showing the amount 
to be due. If any one desires it, I will send them | 
up to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

[Cries of **Oh, no!’’] 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I offer the following amend- 

ment: 

For carrying into effect the resolution of Congress of the 
&th August, A. D., 1786, which reads as follows, viz: 

“ Resolved, That a monument be erected to the memory 
of the Hon. Nathanael Greene, at the seat of the Federal 
Government, with the following inscription: ‘ Sacred to 
the memory of the Hon. Nathanael Greene, who departed 
this life the 19th of June, 1786; late Major General in the 
service of the United States, and commander of the army 
in the southern department. The United States, in Con- 
gress assembled,in honor of his patriotism, valor, and abil 
ity, have erected this monument’ °— 

Twenty-five thousand dollars, to be expended under the 
direction of the President of the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit whether 
that amendment is in order or not 

Mr. TAYLOR. I: is to carry into effect a 
resolution of Congress passed Sixty-seven years 
ago. 
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Mr. JONES. There is no law authorizine ; 

It is no deficiency. = 
Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the gentlema, 

from Ohio whether the $25,000 appropriated j, 


that joint resolution have ever been drawn from 


| the 


_ that under the 81st rule, the amendment is jot j, 


Treasury ? 

Mr. TAYLOR. The resolution made ro an. 
propriation of money. I propose to appropria 
$25,000 to carry the resolution into effect, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, sir, | raise this ques. 
tion of order, that this is no deficiency, for ther. 
has been no appropriation which has been ey. 
hausted. It is clearly no deficiency, and there. 
fore is not in order as an amendment to this bill 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinic: 


priate 


order. The language of that rule is as follows: 


** 81. No appropriation shall be reported in such general 
appropriation bills, or be in order as an amendment there. 
to, for any expenditure not previously authorized by Jaw 
unless in continuation of appropriations for such ‘public 


| works and objects as are already in progress, and for thy 
| contingencies for carrying on the several Departinents o; 


the Government.’’ 


Now this monument has not been commenced 
Mr. TAYLOR. Nevertheless it is authorized 


| by law, and whatever Congress has resolved to 


do, ought to be carried out, as in the case of the 
ne San statue of Washington provided for the 
other day. No appropriation has yet been made 
under that resolution, and I think it ought to be 
done. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ay 
peal from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. TAYLOR. Ido; and I desire to make » 
few remarks. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
cannot do that, for the appeal is not debatable. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Taytor] proposes an amendment making 
an appropriation of $25,000 to erect a statue to 
General Greene. The gentleman from Alabama 
{Mr. Hovsron] raises the point of order that such 
an amendment is not in order to this biil. The 
Chair sustains the point of order, and from that 
decision of the Chair the gentleman from Ohio 
appeals. The question is, ‘* Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit 
tee?’’ 

Mr. ORR. Upon that question I ask for tellers 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smarr and 
Asne were appointed. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Would it be in order to have 
the resolution of Congress upon which this amend 


The gentleman 


| ment is based read? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


It can be done by unan 


| jmous consent. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is objected to, and 
therefore the resolution cannot be read at this 


| stage of the proceedings. 


The question was then taken on the appeal, and 
the tellers reported—ayes 105, noes 35. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained as 
the judgment of the committee, and the amend- 
ment ruled out of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am_ instructed 
by the Committee on Ways and Means to offer 
he following amendment: 


For compensation of the Acting Seeretary of the Terri 
tory of Utah, from 14th October, 1851, to 26th October, 1552, 


| $1,859 16. 


It will be recollected bythe House, that prepar 


_atory to the organization of the Territory of Utah, 


as inthe case of New Mexico, a Secretary was 
appointed, and sent out there. He did not enter 
upon the discharge of his duties, but returned 
here. Under these circumstances, the Governor, 
who had been appointed by the President and 
confirmed by the Senate, appointed a secretary to 
act in the absence of the one sent out by theGov- 
ernment of the United States. The Secretary of 
the Treasury and the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury report to the House that that acting sec- 


| retary cannot be paid, unless an act is passed fo! 


that purpose. They recommend the passage of 
one, so that his accounts may be paid, and this 


| amendment is intended for that purpose, There 


was a similar one passed last session, providing 
for the payment of the Acting Secretary of the 
Territory of New Mexico. If the committee de- 
sire it, | will send to the table and have read the 
letter of Mr. Whittlesey. 

Several Mempers. It is not necessary. 
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The question was then taken on the amendment, 
iit was avreed to. 
eM STANTON, of Kentucky. I submit the 
ejlowing amendment: 
‘To pay James s. paeiiets for services as keeper of the 
Navy Yard Eastern Branch ridge, from the 4th of Decem- 
‘248, to July Ist, 1850, at $450 per annum, $708 75. 
it will be recollected that some time since 
‘he Government purchased from the corporators, 
‘ye two bridges across the Eastern Branch, 
ce took upon itself the custody and management 
‘them. Ihe individual for whose benefit this 
smendment is intended, was the keeper of the 
ridge atthe navy-yard, and was retained in the 
ame situation, when the bridge changed owner- 
ship, by the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
od Grounds. The duty of the keeper was to attend 
he draw, and keep charge of the property. He 
vrved in this capacity throughout the cos em- 
raced by the amendment, under the direction of 

‘he then Commissioner, Mr. Douglass, I think, 
and subsequently under Mr. Mudd. At the time 

appropriation was made to pay him for his ser- 

vices, and he has, consequently, never received a 

ent of pay for the period named. Subsequently 
wn appropriation was made to keep up the bridge 
for the fiscal year commencing July Ist, 1850, but 

i was not sufficient to pay the arrearages due the 
keeper. 

The subject was at an early part of the last ses- 
sion referred to the Committee on Public Buildings, 
ind by the members of that committee fully ex- 
amined. Both the Commissioners testified that 
the service had been rendered by Mr. Buckley, 
ut for the reason I have stated, were never paid 
for. There can beno doubt of the justness of the 
laim, and I trust the committee will not hesitate 
to adopt the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Was not an ap- 
oropriation made for those years, for the keeper 
of this bridge? 

Mr. STANTON. No, sir. The first appro- 
oriation was not made until the expiration of the 
time covered by the amendment. 

Mr. JONES. That is strange. 

Mr. STANTON. Strange as it may seem, it 
s nevertheless true. Much injustice is done to 
individuals by Congress from the same sort of 
neglect almost every day, and it is always with 
difficulty that such evils are remedied. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Stanton’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I propose the following amend- 
ment, under instructions of the Committee on 

Territories, viz: 


ner 


And he it further enacted, That the seventh section of , 
the act entitled “* An act making appropriations for the civil 


ind diplomatic expenses of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th June, 1853,’ be, and the same is here- 
by, repealed. 


Mr. Chairman, if the committee will give me 


their attention for a minute, I presume there will 
be no objection to this amendment. It will be 
recollected that an act was passed the 15th of June 
last, regulating the salaries of the territorial offi- 
cers, after considerable discussion in this House, 
by which it was designed that they should not re- 
ceive salaries if they left the Territories without 
the consent of the President of the United States, 
but that they should receive them if they obtained 
hisconsent. The civil and diplomatic bill was 
drawn up prior to the passage of that act, and con- 
tained a section which was in the former civil and 
diplomatic bill, in these words: 

** And be it further enacted, That if either of the officers 
of any of the Territories of the United States shall absent 
himself from the Territory of which he is an officer for a 


period of time greater than sixty days, he shall not receive 
compensation for the time he may have been absent.”’ 


This provision was construed by the accounting 
officers of the Treasury—and properly so—as 
conflicting with the law which was previously 
passed by Congress. I[t was retained in that bill 
vy accident. The object of this amendment, 
therefore, is, to repeal the seventh section in the 
civil and diplomatic bill, and to leave in force the 
act which we previously passed, allowing those 
officers to be absent when permitted by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. DEAN. I offer the following amendment: 

For removing the United States Mint from the city of 


Philadelphia to such place in the city of New York as shall 
be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, $500,000. | 








' Chair thinks makes it in order. 
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Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
1 ask if that amendment is in order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that it 
is not in order. 

Mr. DEAN. [appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, and desire to Riacaes the appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not debat- 
able. 

Mr. DEAN. Then I withdraw it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment. It is the same as that which 
was voted down some minutes since, with the 
exception that the amount is reduced seventy-five 
cents: 

To pay James Buckiey for his services as keeper of the 
Navy-Yard Eastern Branch Bridge from the 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1848, to the Ist July, 1850, at the rate of $450 per an 
num, $768. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire of the Chair 
if that amendment was notoffered a while azo and 
voted down? . 

Mr. CHAIRMAN. It is the same, with the 
exception that the amount is reduced, which the 
The committee 
may be willing to adopt one sum, although they 
might not be willing to adopt another. 

Mr. ORR. I make another question of order 
upon that amendment. It contains a proposition 
to pay a private claim, and is therefore not in 
order as an amendment to a general appropriation 
bill or a deficiency bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from South 
Carolina rises to a point of order, and states that 
this amendment is a proposition to pay a private 
claim, and that it is not therefore in order. The 
Chair understands that it is to pay a debt due 
an individual by the Government, but for which 
there is no appropriation. Fle thinks, therefore, 
that it is in order. 

Mr. ORR. How 
tained ? 

Mr.STANTON. Ifthe gentleman will allow 
me, I will explain the matter clearly. 1 said in 
the remarks made when | before submitted this 
amendment, that the Committee on Public Build- 
ings had investigated the subject of this claim. 
Mr. Douglass and Mr. Mudd were the Commis- 
sioners of Public Buildings and Grounds during 
the period referred to, and their testimony was 
furnished to the committee, proving that the service 
was actually rendered, and explaining the reason 
why it was never paid for. Congress omitted to 
make any appropriation for keeping up the bridge 
during the time claimed for. The keeper con- 
tinued to perform the service, relying upon this 
body to provide for his pay. In 1850, an appro- 
priation was made to pay for services to be ren- 
dered in the fiscal year commencing July Ist, 
1850, but not enough to pay arrearages behind 
that time. Since 1850, regular appropriations 
have been made for the repairs and management 
of this bridge, but none for paying the keeper for 
his attendance from December 4, 1848, to July 
1, 1850. 

But, if the proof of Buckley’s service and right 
to remuneration, submitted to the Committee on 
Public Buildings, is not sufficient for this commit- 
tee to allow the claim, here is the acknowledgment 
of the Secretary of the Interior that the money is 
due and ought to be paid. I have here the report 
of the Secretary, submitting to this House his 
estimates; and I find in it an estimate to pay this 
very claim. What better proof is needed? This 
report was before the Committee on Ways and 
Means, who were asked to embody the amount in 
the deficiency bill. They have thought proper, 
not having examined it, I presume, to reject it. 
I trust this committee will be more just. Mr. 
Buckley, | am informed, is very poor, and has 
sought every session to have his claim allowed. 
His necessities are great, and I earnestly appeal to 
gentlemen not to withhold from him a debt so 
justly due. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was adopted. 

Mr. FREEMAN. 
ment: 


For the completion of the marine hogpital at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, the sum of £50,000. 


has the debt been ascer- 


I offer the following amend- 


Mr. Chairman, appropriations have heretofore 
been made for the purchase of a site for a marine 
hospital at Vicksburg, but no appropriation has 
been made to complete the building. I therefore 
move this amendment to provide for its completion, 
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/and I hope the House will have no difficulty in 


passing it. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
ment: 

For payment of the services of the clerk in the General 
Land Office who has had charge of the surveys, correspond 
ence, and other duties on the Chickasaw Indian business, 
from the 23d May, 1837, to 28th February, 1851, at $250 
per annum, $3,437 50. 

Mr. Chairman, if gentlemen will refer to Exec- 
utive decument No. 4, or if they have examined 
it, they will find that this appropriation, which is 
now asked for, is to compensate a clerk in the 
General Land Office who, since 1837, has had 
charge of the business connected with the Chick- 
asaw Indians,and the disposal of the lands which 
were secured to them by the treaties of 1832 and 
1834. An order was made by the then Secretary 
of War—General Cass—that the sum of $250 
should be paid to this clerk of the General Land 
Office, for the discharge of the duties mentioned 
in the amendment which | have sent to the Clerk’s 
desk. It appears from the reports of the Secre- 
tary of the Saanelide and one of the heads of the 
Bureaus in that Department, that the amount spe- 
cified is justly due, but that in consequence of the 
act of February 27, 1851, it could not be paid out 
of the Chickasaw fund, and they report that there 
is nO appropriation out of which it can be paid. 
I ask, therefore, that the committee will adopt the 
amendment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I desire to inquire whether 
these duties were performed by a man specially 
employed for that purpose, or whether he was not 
at the same time a clerk, under a salary from the 
Government? 

Mr. PHELPS. These duties have been dis- 
charged out of office hours. They were assigned 
to a clerk in the General Land Office—a clerk 
known for his ability—a clerk who has charge of 
the private land claims in the Department. For- 
ae these duties were discharged by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. But as the business 
in that office was conducted with irregularity and 
delay, and as it more properly belonged to the 
office of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, by the legislation of Congress and an order 
of the President, (General Jackson,) the duties of 
surveying and selling those lands were assigned 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
At the same time an order was made that the 
clerk in the Land Office discharging these duties 
should receive $250 per annum. This salary was 
formerly paid out of the Chickasaw fund. 

The Secretary of the Interior recommends that 
this amount be placed in the special estimates for 
the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
I will read his letter: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ; 
Wasuineton, November 11, 1852. § 

Sir: I have examined the claim of Mr. Joseph 8. Wil 
son, for compensation for services rendered on Chickasaw 
business, from the 23d of May, 1837, to the 28th of Febru 
ary, L851, at the rate of 8250 per annum, which waa the 
subject of your letter of the 25th of September last, and am 
clearly of opinion that itis a just and equitable claim ; but 
concur with you in the opinion that, in view of the provis 
ions of the act of the 27th of February, 1851], (Statutes at 
Large, vol. 9, p. 587,) it cannot be paid without an expres 
appropriation for that purpose ; and I therefore recommend 
that the item be embraced in the special estimates now in 
course of preparation to be submitted at the ensuing session 
of Congress. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALEX.H. H. STUART, Secretary. 
‘che CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

The order for this salary to be paid was issued 
by Lewis Cass, then Secretary of War, on the 
23d of March, 1833, and approved by General 
Jackson, who was ai that time President of the 
United States; and the same person has been dis 
charging the duties from 1837 until the present 
time. But as we have by law provided that this 
salary shal] not be peid out of the Chickasaw 
fund, there is a necessity for appropriating the 
amount asked for. 

A Memser. What were the services he ren- 
dered ? 

Mr. PHELPS. The duties of this clerk, as 
specified by the order referred to, were to take 
hada of the surveys, township plats, and other 
documents, returns, and accounts of the survey of 
those lands. Subsequently, if 1 am not misin 
formed, he superintended the accounts of the lands 
sold, and the adjustment of the same, in addition 
to the duties before mentioned. 


I move the following amend- 
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Mr. LETCHER. Has he never applied -for 
the money before? 

Mr. PHELPS. The accounting officer certifies 
that he has made application for it, and it would 
have been paid to him but for the fact that there was 
no appropriation, out of which it could be paid, 
for we have directed that no part of the Chickasaw 
fund shall be applied to the payment of any claim 
for services connected with these lands. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I desire to ask the gentleman 
before he proceeds further, what is the name of 
this clerk ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Joseph S. Wilson. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well, sir, that clerk, I be- 
lieve, has received about $1,800 per annum all this 
time, besides. 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that from the 
very nature of this claim, and the manner in which 


itis brought in here, we ought not to allow it to | 


pass at this time. This clerk comes here and 
claims pay from the 23d of March, 1837, up to 
the present time. Now, it appears to me that if 
this had been a just claim—if he were really enti- 
tled to 1t—it woultl have been allowed before this 
time. Why did he not come here when we were 
increasing the salaries of the clerks in the Depart- 
ments, during the last session of Congress, and 
clam compensation for his services during this 
time? He has been in the receipt of at least $1,800 
all the time from the Government, and his com- 
pensation for his services in this capacity has not, 
as T understand, been asked for. 

Mr. PHELPS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to read from the report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs in relation to this case ? 

Mr. LETCHER. What is the date of the re- 
ert? 

Mr. PHELPS. It is September 25, 1852. I 
will read from the report: 

“Th compliance with your direction for a report, I have 
the honor to state, that all the material facts in reference to 
the employment and services of Mr. Wilson, as one of the 
clerks charged with the duty of attending to Chickasaw 
business, are correctly set forth in his letter, and that I 
should have no hesitation in recommending the paymentin 
the account as presented by him, provided there were funds 
at the disposal of the Departmentapplicable to the purpose. 
Ky the ninth section of the Indian appropriation act, ap 
proved February 27, 1851, it is provided that further pay- 
ments out of the Chickasaw fund shall not be made to any 
clerk or clerks in any of the executive offices. If this law 
stall be held to prohibit the payment of Mr. Wilson’s claim 
out of that fand, it cannot, I apprehend, be paid without 
further legisiation. 

© The letter and accompanying papers are herewith re- 
turned.”’ 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Pueps,) and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILCOX. I offer an amendment, which 
I send to the Clerk’s table. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Ind he it further enacted, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to settle the 
claim of Riehard Mott, while an extra clerk in the office of 
the Commissary General of Subsistence, on principles of 
equity and justice, and with reference to the lowest grade of 
ealary paid during said time, by law, to any clerk in any of 
the Executive Departments, and the amount due to said 
claimant be paid ont of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order 
upon that amendment. I understand the amend- 
ment to provide for a private claim merely, and 
not fora balance due to that officer, which was 
left unprovided for in some act applicable to him. 
Itis not a deficiency under some former act, but 
a mere private claim, which he is now setting up, 
for compensation. It is not, therefore, in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman is right 
in his statement of facts, the Chair rules the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. STANLY. 1 offer the following amend- 
ment, 

‘The amendment was read, as follows: 

- And he it further enacted, That the same compensation 
be allowed to the officers, petty officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines of the United States Navy, and to the officers and 
men of the revenue service, who served in the Pacific 
oeean on the coast of California and Mexico, before the 28th 
of September, 1850, the same increase, or additional com- 
pensation as has been directed by the act of August 31, 
1852, to be paid the officers, petty officers, seamen and ma- 
rines who served on said coast since the said 28th Septem- 


ber. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I rise to a question of 
order upon that amendment. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope my friend from Vir- 
ginia will hear me, before he raises his point of 
order. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I understand the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina, as 
being a proposition to increase the salaries of cer- 
tain officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines of 
the United States Navy, and in the revenue ser- 
vice, and that it does not provide for supplying 
any deficiency which now exists under any exist- 
ing law, and it is not, therefore, in order as an 
amendment to the deficiency bill. 

Mr. STANLY. If my friend wili hear my 
statement, and then insist upon his point, I will 

1eld. 

Mr. BROWN. 
statement. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will present a point, and 
the gentleman may speak to it if he desires. This 
amendment does not provide for a deficiency. 
There is no law authorizing that appropriation; 
and there never was an appropriation made for it 
as I understand; hence his amendment is not in 
order. 

Mr. STANLY. I think it is, for this reason, if 
the gentleman from Alabama will allow me to ex- 
plain: Inthe act of August 31, 1852, there was 
a clause giving to the officers of the Navy who 
served in California since the 30th of September, 
1850, additional compensation. Thisamendment 
is to remedy the defect in that law, and to give to 
those officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines, 
who served in the Pacific ocean, on the coast of 
California and Mexico, before the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1850, the same additional compensation as has 
been paid to those who served since that period. 
And why should any distinction be made? Those 
who served before the 30th of September, 1850, 
fought as hard, and behaved as gallantly as those 
who served afterwards. As I am informed by a 
Senator, it was an oversight when the bill was 
passed last year, and it is one to which I wish to 
call the attention of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [I insist, Mr. Chairman,upon 
my point of order, that there has been no appro- 
priation for the purpose stated in the bill, for the 
period of time therein mentioned, and as a matter 
of course, it cannot be a deficiency. 

Mr. STANLY. There was an appropriation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But not for the period of 
time specified in your amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would refer the gentleman 
to the provision in the naval appropriation bill, the 


Let the gentleman make his 


object of which was to place the officers engaged | 


inthe naval and marine service upon precisely the 
same footing upon which the officers who served in 
California and Oregon had been placed. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interrupting.) I insist upon 
my point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion, 
inasmuch as this amendment proposes to provide 
for the payment of a class of officers who have 


not been provided for by any law heretofore, the 


amendment is not in order. 

Mr. STANLY. I submit. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now propose to lay this 
bill aside, and take up House bill No. 336. 


BOOKS FOR MEMBERS. 
Mr. STANLY. 
offer. 
It was read, as follows: 
And heit further enacted, That hereafter no books shall 
be distributed to members of Congress, except such as are 


ordered to be printed as public documents by the Congress 
of which they are members. 


Mr. STANLY said: I offered an amendment 
yesterday, or the day before, to furnish books to 
those members of this Congress who have not 
already been supplied, and I stated then that I 
wanted to offer another amendment to prevent the 
abuse in future. 
receives amount in value to about $900. 

Mr. Chairman, this is a great and a growing 
abuse. Now, if these books were retained by 
members while they are members even, they might 
aid us in the discharge of our duties, but there 
are not many, I am afraid, who trouble them- 
selves in searching these old documents. But we 
know the fact, and I am sorry it is so, that books 
have been sold by members of Congress; these 
very books received by them from the House of 
Representatives of the United States. 

Now, sir, that is a great abuse, and it is doing 
harm to a Republican Government. It will lessen 
our standing and the dignity of the House of 

| Representatives with the people of this Union, 
\\ when those facets shall be known generally, as 


I have another amendment to | 


The books which each member 
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they are now already known. It is time 4) 
abuse was corrected; and let Congress ado 
resolution to distribute, in future, these books to 
each Congressional district. How does the pres 
ent system work? Some members from the South 
come here and serve a long period. I remember 
one case of that sort, where a member (Mr. Lewis 
Williams) served twenty-five years from the same 
district. His district, of course, in that time re. 
ceived only one set of these books. But how js 
with our brethren from the North and Woe 
where they change their Representatives every tw, 
years, by a sortof common law? Why, sir, they 
get ten or twenty libraries to our one. That ig the 
practical operation of the system. 

But anotherthing: A member receives his books 
here, carries them home, puts them into his Jj. 
brary, and in'afew years he dies. His adminis. 
trator finds these books in the library of the de. 
ceased, and he is bound by law to consider them 
as assets, and sell them assuch. He can do noth. 
ing else. But he does not sell them at home. 
There are few men who desire to purchase a ge 
of political works which cost eight or nine hun- 
dred dollars. What does he do? He sells them 
to agents here, who agree to furnish sets for mem. 
bers. They do furnish them in that manner, and 
thereby make large profits. I say it is a crying 
abuse, and it ought to be stopped. If my amend- 
ment be passed, I think it will be stopped, and, 
at least, it will call the attention of the country to 
the abuse. I have done my duty in bringing the 
matter before the House for its consideration, 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the amendment of Mr. Stanty, and it was 
agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now propose to lay aside 
this bill,and take up House bill No. 336, making 
appropriation for the support of the Army. 

Mr. STUART. I submit that it cannot he 
done. The House, by an express order, has closed 
debate upon this bill, and directed the committee, 
after going through with it, to report it to the 
House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Michigan will not interpose an objection, but al- 
low us to go on. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the committee 
rise and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man from Michigan and the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to let this bill be laid aside by unanimous 
consent, and allow us to proceed to the consider- 
ation of some other bill, for the reason that if you 

go into the House you cannot proceed to business 
upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. STUART. Wecean pass this bill. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will remark, that so far 
as I am concerned, I have no objection to the 
course proposed by the gentleman from Alabama, 
if the Army appropriation bill is not the one pro- 
posed to be taken up. There will be a special 
meeting of the Committee on Military Affairs to- 
morrow, and I desire to bring before them some 
matters connected with that bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly the gentleman 
would not expect us to keep the bill waiting, 
when two thirds of the session has passed, fora 
meeting of:the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. McMu tw, and it was agreed to. 


The commitiee accordingly rose, and the Chair- 
mai (Mr. Brown, of Mississippi) reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the state of the 
Union generally under consideration, and partic- 
ularly House bill No. 335, ‘* to supply deficien- 
| cies in appropriations for the fiscal year ending 
June 30th, 1853,’’ and had instructed him to re- 
_ port the same to the House, with sundry amend- 
| ments, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
| TheSPEAKER. If it is the pleasure of the 
House, the Clerk will read all the amendments, 
and, unless a separate vote is demanded upon 
some one of them, the vote will be taken upon al! 
together. 

No objection wasmade, and the Clerk proceeded 

| to read the several amendments to the bill, adopted 
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on, as above inserted. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
che several amendments upon which a separate 
5 ve was not called for, being amendments Nos. 1, 
9 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, Ll, 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, 19, and 20, 
and they were agreed to. 

The House then proceeded to vote upon the 
eeveral amendments upon which a separate vote 
iad been called for; and they were disposed of as 
¢, ws: 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, called for a separate 
vote upon the following amendment, to come in 


aner the clause of the bill providing for the com- 


nietion of the census: 


~ «Out of which the Superintendent of the Census shall be 
aiiowed a compensation at the rate of 23,000 per annum, 
my the time his salary as Secretary of the Census Board 
{nd upon that called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. DUNHAM.: I call for tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 
“ Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ricuarpson, 
and Stanton of Ohio, appointed. 
The House was then divided, and the tellers 
reported—28 in the affirmative, noes not counted. 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, William Apple 
ton, Ashe, Babeock, Barrere, Bibighaus, Bowie, Brenton, 
George H. Brown, Burrows, Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chandler, Chapmany Clark, Clingman, Con 
ger, Cottman, Cullom, Darby, George T. 
Dean, Dockery, Doty, Duneav, Eastman, Edgerton, Ed- 
mundson, Fautkner, Fay, Florence, Freeman, Gamble, 
Gaylord, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Green, 
Grey, Grow, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Horsford, Howard, 
Joon W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, 
Ives, Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, GeorgeG King, Kuhns, 
Kurtz, Landry, Little, Mann, Martin, Meacham, Miller, 
Miner, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, Orr, Andrew Parker, 
Peaslee, Penniman, Perkins, Porter, Preston, Price, Reed, 
Ross, Schooleraft, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Strother, Sutherland, Sweet 
Taylor, Toombs, Walbridge, Waish, Washburn, 
Welch, and Yates—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Averett, David J. Bailey, Bartlett, Beale, 
tragg, Breckinridge, Caskie, Clemens, Cobb, Coleock, 
John G. Davis, Disney, Dunham, Ficklin, Floyd, Hall, 
Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart. Hen- 
dricks, Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, Ingersoll, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Letcher, 
Lockhart, Maton, McMullin, MeNair, Millson, Molony, 
John Moore, Morehead, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Newton, 
Olds, Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Phelps, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robie, Russell, Skelton, Benjamin 
Stanton, St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, Thurston, Venable, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wilcox, Wildrick, and Woodward—62. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER asked for a separate vote upon 
agreeing to the following amendment: 

“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
comply with the resolution of the House of Representatives 
passed on the 22d of December, 1852, to pay John 8. Lit- 
tell per diem and mileage while contesting the seat of John 
Robbins, junior, during the Thirty-first Congress, $2,376 ; 
to pay Hendrick B. Wright per diem and mileage while 
contesting the seat of Henry M. Fuller during the Thirty- 
second Congress, $1,939 20; to pay John Taliaferro per 
diem and mileage while contesting the seat of John P. 
Hungerford, during the Twelfth Congress, $222.” 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I ask for a division of 
that amendment, and a separate vote upon each 
division, 

‘The SPEAKER. The amendment may be di- 
vided, in the opinion of the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would ask the Chair, 
whether, the amendment being entire, and the pre- 
vious question being ordered upon it, it is now 
divisible? That amendment is not amendable, 
and if it be divided, and a vote taken upon the 
separate parts, that might amount to a practical 
amendment. 


The SPEAKER. The 53d rule provides: 


“ Any member may call for the division of a question, 
which shall ve divided if it comprehend propositions in 
substance so distinct, that one being taken away, a sub- 
Stantive proposition shall remain for the decision of the 


House.”? 

The Chair thinks that the fact that it is re- 
ported as one amendment by the committee, and 
that the previous question has been ordered upon 
it, does not change the 53d rule. 

Mr. PHELPS. This House has directed that 
these men should be paid out of its contingent 


ser, 


fund, 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I do not withdraw my 
request. 


The question was then taken, and the three 
branches of the amendment were eet adopted. 
The 10th amendment was read, as follows: 





Davis, Dawson, | 
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“For salary of an assistant dragoman and secretary to the 
legation to Turkey, $1,500: Provided, That said office be 
discontinued on and after the 30th day of June, 1853.” 

Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to State, that 
having made inquiry of the members of the com- 
mittee, I am satisfied the amendment is not objec- 
tionable. 

ral . 

Ihe question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

‘The question was taken on the following amend- 
ments, and they were severally adopted: 


** For the purpose of completing the pedestal of the eques 
trian statue of Andrew Jackson, in Lafayette square, and 


| the erection of a suitable iron railing around the same, 


$3,000.°7 
‘** To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the east wing of ihe Patent Office building, the 


}} sum of $44,000.°? 


"To pay James 8. Buckley, for service as keeper of the 
Navy Yard Eastern Branch Bridge, from the 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1848, to July Ist, 1850, at $450 per annum, $708.” 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, asked for a separate 


vote upon the following amendment: 


** And be it further enacted, That hereatter no books shall 
be distributed to members of Congress, except such as are 
ordered to be printed as public documents by the Congress 


| of which they are members.”’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


[A message was here received from the Senate, 


| by the hands of Asspury Dickins, Esq., its Secre- 
| tary, requesting the return of House bill No. 477, 
to continue half pay to certain widows and or- 


phans, for the correction of a clerical error. ] 

The deficiency bill was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and having been 
engrossed, it was read the third time. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The call for the previous question was second- 
ed, and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the vote by 
which the bill was passed be reconsidered, and 


| that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House to discharge the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union from the 


consideration of the three or four amendments to 
the Military Academy bill, and dispose of them 
this evening. 

Mr. STANLY. Those two or three amend- 
ments require some discussion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Notat all. 

Mr. STANLY. Oh, yes! Thegentleman from 


| Alabama seems to think that these amendments 








will be voted down. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ido notthink so. I move, 


| then, as objection has been made to the course | 


have indicated, that the rules be suspended, and 


| that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
I ask for the unanimous consent 
| of the House to move that House bill No. 477, 


Mr. COBB. 


to continue half pay to certain widows and or- 
phans, be returned to the Senate, in compliance 
with its request, for the correction of a clerical 
error, 

There was no objection, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
the House do now adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House thereupon adjourned till to-morrow, 


I move that 


| at twelve o’clock, m. 


PETITION, &e. 
The following petition and resolution were presented 
under the rule, and reterred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. IVES: The petition of A. Cornwall and 122 
others, citizens of Jefferson county, New York, foragrant 
of public lands in aid of the construction of a ship-canal 
around the Falls of Niagara, between Lakes Erie and On- 
tario, New York. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, January 28, 1853. 
Prayer by the Rev. James GaLianer. 
On the motion of Mr. MANGUM, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to day, it be to 
meet on Monday next. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pre tem. laid before the Sen- 
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ate a message from the President of the United 
States, in answer to a resoluuon of the Senate 
requesting copies of correspqndence and docu- 
ments relative to Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and the 
territory claimed by the Mosquito Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented three petitions of 
registers and receivers of land offices in Arkansas, 
praying to be allowed compensation for locating 
Choctaw scrip; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of citizens of 
Lenowee county, Michigan, praying a grant of 
land for the construction of a ship-canal around 
the Falls of Niagara; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHASE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Peru township, Ohio, praying a declaration by 
Congress that the forcible interference of one na- 
tion in the internal affairs of another, is a breach 
of the law of nations; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. COOPER. | have been requested to pre- 
sent a memorial from the principal merchants and 
ship-owners of Philadelphia, praying for a modi- 
fication of the fifty-sixth section of the act of 


» March 2d, 1790, entitled ** An act to regulate the 


collection of duties on imports and tonnage.’” 
This act, it 1s alleged, is burdensome upon the 
class to which I have referred; and, as far as the 
revenues are concerned, if the provision prayed 
for by the memorialists were to be made by Con- 
gress, it would not certainly depreciate or reduce 
their amount. I move the reference of the memo- 
rial to the Committee on Commerce. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM A STANDING COMMITTEF. 

Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of Henry Miller, a 
soldier of the war of 1812, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Ann Davis, praying a 
pension, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


USE OF COAL IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Mr. COOPER offered the following resolution; 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Treasury, War, 
and Navy be, and they are hereby, respectively required 
to communicate to the Senate the quantity of coal con- 
tracted for during the last year by each of the said Depart- 
ments, their officers or agents, for the use of all the various 
branches of the public service connected with, or under the 
control of the said Departments; and that eare be taken in 


' making the said communication to distinguish the several 


kinds of coal,as anthracite, American bituminous, English 
bituminous, &c., together with the purposes for which they 
were severally used. 
ALEXANDER RAMSAY. 

On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
respecting allegations of fraud by Alexander Ramsay, Su- 
perintendent of Indian Affairs, be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. RUSK. The Select Committee, to which 
was referred the bill ‘*for the protection of the 
emigrant route and a telegraphic line, and for an 
overland mail between the Missouri river and the 
settlements in California and Oregon,’’ together 
with various other amendments proposing to con- 
struct a railroad and telegraph line from the val- 
ley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, have 
had the same under consideration, and after very 
mature deliberation, in which they have consulted, 
as far as they could, various members of the Sen- 
ate, have instructed me to report an amendment, 
in the form of a substitute, for the bill and amend- 
ments. The bill, as I have stated, has received 
the deliberate attention of the committee, and the 
substitute which I have reported has been sub- 
mitted to, examined, and fully approved by the 
chairman of the Committee on Territories, {Mr. 
Dovetas,} who reported the bill and amendments 
referred to the committee. I move that it be 
printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 


RULIFF VAN BRUNT. 
Mr. SEWARD. I move to postpone the pre- 
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vious orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
for the relief of Ruliff Van Brunt. I think there 
will be no debate upon it, and that it will pass 
without opposition. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I shall not object to the 
consideration of the bill named by the Senator 
from New York, but I would suggest whether it 
would not be desirable and expedient that we 

sould to-day consider those bills from the House 
to which no objection shall be made. By pursuing 
that course, we shall be able to pass a large num- 
ber of bills, and prevent the Senate from exhibiting 
the scene of members struggling for the floor to 
ret up particular bills out of their order. I hope 
that course will be pursued. I shall make no ob- 
jection to the motion of the Senator from New 
York province the bill gives rise to no debate, but 
after that bill shall be disposed of, I shall submit 
the motion | have intimated. 

The motion of Mr. Sewarp was agreed to, and 
the bill was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the proper accounting officers to auditand adjust, 
upon the principles of equity and justice, the 
claim of Ruliff Van Brunt, for the occupancy of 
certain buildings, leased by him in Brooklyn, by 
a military force in the service of the United States, 
and for property belonging to him, taken and used 
or destroyed by those troops in the year 1814; and 
to pay an amount, not exceeding $750, so found 
to be due. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask for the reading of the 
report of the Committee on Claims. It is very 
short, and will explain the whole matter. 

The report was accordingly read; from which 
it appeared that Van Brunt leased the premises 
alluded to from Mr. Jackson, from the Ist of April, 
1814, to the Ist of April, 1815, and that he had 
them in a state of cultivation with valuable crops; 
that they were taken possession of by the twenty- 
second brigade of New York Infantry, then inthe 
service of the United States, and ordered out for 
the defense of New York. General Johnson, then 
in command, certifies, that on the 2d of September, 
1814, his brigade was encamped at Fort Green, 
King’s county, New York, on the land named. 
Mr. Van Brunt’s dwelling-house was occupied as 
a guard-house. In consequence of the occupation 
of his premises by the troops of the United States, 
he was compelled to abandon his farm and pro- 
cure a house for his family elsewhere. Hence the 
committee think him entitled to relief. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed 


PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I now move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of the Private Cal- 
andar, and consider those House bills to which no 
objection shall be made. 

Mr. DAWSON. I think we had better take 
the calendar regularly. There are bills which 
have been upon the calendar since the beginning 
of the last session, and it is time they should be 
acted upon. We can act on bills from the House 
in the last week of the session, and they willthen 
be passed when we shall have acted upon them. 
L know itis said that the House will not pass all 
the private bills which we have sent there already 
trom this body, yet it is due to all claimants that 
we should at least give our sanction to the bills re- 
ported in their behalf. If they are not passed at 

‘this session of Congress by the House, we, at 
least, shall not have to bear the blame, for we shall 
have discharged our duty towards the claimants. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I will modify my motion, 
so as to take up and consider those bills on the 
calendar to which no objection shall be made, 
rather than have debate upon the question. 

Mr. ADAMS. I suggest to the Senator from 
Georgia the propriety of going over the Private 
Calendar and disposing of those bills to which no 
objection shall be made, which will take but a 
short time, and then returning to take up the 
others in their order. 

Mr. DAWSON. I cannot consent to that. Why 
should we, in the case of a just claim, pass it by 
because some Senator objects to it? I trust we 
shall take the bills up in their regular order, and 

ass or reject them as they are presented. That 
is the rule, and I call for its execution. It must 


be suspended to agree to the motion of the Sena- 


tor from Maine. 
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Mr. BRADBURY. At the last session, we 
devoted three or four days to the consideration of 
certain bills which were debated at length because 
they were thought to be of doubtful character, and 
as they were in advance of others on the calendar, 
a large number of bills were not reached, and 
therefore not considered at all, to which, if they 
had been reached, there would have been no ob- 
jection. 

Now, I ask that we may devote one day to the 
bills to which no objection will be made. By this 


means we shall gain time to consider those bills ' 


to which the Senator from Georgia alludes. I 
hope the motion will prevail, and that we may 
devote this day in that way in the trial of the ex- 
periment. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THOMAS H. LEGGETT. 


The first private bill on the calendar was the 
bill for the relief of Thomas H. Leggett. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Hunter] takes an interest in that bill. 
I have no objection to it myself; but I will repre- 
sent that Senator so far as to ask that it may be 
passed over. 

It was accordingly passed over. 

PAYMENT TO THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to call the attention 
of the Chair to the bill immediately before the one 
just considered, and ask if it is not a private bill ? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that it is nota private bill. It savors very 
strongly of a public character. It is a ** bill to 
‘ provide for the payment to the State of Georgia, 
‘for moneys expended by that State for horses 
‘and equipments lost by volunteers and militia 
‘whilst engaged in the suppression of the hostili- 
‘ ties of the Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee Indians 
‘in the years 1836, 1837, and 1838.”’ 

Mr. DAWSON. I think it has been treated as 
a private bill, 

The PRESIDENT. In the opinion of the Chair 
it is not a private bill. 
Mr. DAWSON. 
payment to the State of Georgia of certain mon- 
eys expended by that State during certain Indian 
hostilities, and { presume there will be no objec- 

tion to it. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator appeal 
from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. DAWSON. Not at all. 
even if the Chair is wrong. 


I never do that, 
[Laughter. } 
CARMELITE NUNNERY. 

The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the cal- 
endar is that ‘‘for the benefit of the Carmelite 
Nunnery of Baltimore,’’ the pending question on 
which is on the motion made by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Cooper] to reconsider the vote 
refusing to order the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. ADAMS. I object to that. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over. 

MARK BEAN AND RICHARD H. BEAN. 

The PRESIDENT. The next bill is that for 


the relief of Mark Bean and Richard H. Bean, of 
Arkansas. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD objected to the bill, and 


it was passed over. 


ROBERT T. NORRIS. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of Robert T. Norris. 
to Robert T. Norris, in consideration of injuries 
received by him while acting as pilot under the 
direction of thecollector of customs at New York, 
$500. 

Mr. BAYARD called for the reading of the re- 
port of the Committee on Commerce; and it was 
accordingly read. From that report, it appeared 
that Robert T. Norris was a regularly-trained and 
licensed pilot of New York, and in September, 
1339, was directed by the collector of the customs 
at that port to pilot the floating-light ship belong- 
ing to the United States from the East River to 
Sandy Hook. Having performed that duty, and 
being engaged in the act of mooring the vessel, 
the chain cable slipped out of an open hawser hole 
on the port bow, in consequence of one of the 
stoppers giving way, and came in contact with 
his person, badly injuring his right leg, and so 
violently wounding the left, as to render amputa- 


tion necessary. By this accident he was disabled |. 


It is a bill providing for the | 


It proposes to pay | 
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from pursuing his vocation, and his means of sy, 
port were rendered precarious, and he is now, 


needy circumstances. Considering that the aco 
dent happened from some defect or nevlect aby, 
the ship for which the pilot was not responsib) 
and that the ship belonged to the Government. »;, 
was under its management, the case addresse: 
itself with so much force to the magnanimity an, 
justice of the United States, that the commir.. 
say they are not willing to advise its rejection al 
together; but that at the same time they cannot 
advise the precedent of granting pensions foe ts 
juries received in the civil service of the Unites 
States, and they have therefore thought proper to 
submit a bill for the payment of a fixed sum, “ia 
refer to a report made in the House of Representa. 
tives in May, 1850, in the case of Ely Darling. 9. 
somewhat analogous, and as covering the priy 
ciple. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not rise for the purpose 
of discussing this bill, but I would ask tue the 
reading of the report No. 213, of the third session 
of the Twenty-seventh Congress, made by the 
then Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Huntingtoy 
on the same case, and on precisely the same sta: 
of facts. I think that when the Bath hear that 
report, they will have very little difficulty in ye. 
jecting this bill. : 

The report was read accordingly. 

It sets forth that Mr. Norris was one of th, 
licensed pilots of the port of New York, and as 
such, had been for a considerable period previous 
to the month of September, 1839, employed + 
ro the ships-of-war, and other vessels of the 

nited States, in and out of that port when the 
services of a pilot were required. This employ- 
ment had been given to him in consequence of his 
high character for skill and fidelity as a pilot, and 
his respectable standing and exemplary conduct 
and course of life as a citizen. 

Early in the month of September, 1839, the col. 
lector of the customs for the port of New York 
employed him to pilot the Government light-boa 
from the harbor to its station off Sandy Hook. In 
the course of the discharge of that duty, and o: 
the 12th day of that month, the chain-cable of th¢ 
boat slipped out of the hawse, caught Mr. Norris 
by the legs, so severely lacerated the left one 
as to require its immediate amputation above the 
knee, severely injured the other leg, and otherwise 
imminently endangered his life. Indeed, the tes. 
timony shows that he was only liberated from the 
confinement of the chain by himself ordering the 
hands to cut away the stopper, and let him ¢ 
down with the cable. 

The consequence of these injuries was a con- 
finement from the time of the accident unti! late i: 
the month of June after, full three quarters of « 

ear, and an entire disability forever after of fo! 
owing his profession of a pilot. 

The papers contain the most full and satisfac- 
tory testimonials as to the good character, un 

ielding faithfulness, and superior skill and qual- 
ifications of Mr. Norris as a pilot, and show that 
he has a numerous and dependent family relying 
upon the avails of his services for the necessari¢ 
and comforts of life. 

All these considerations appeal in the stronges' 
manner to the feelings and sympathies of the 
committee as men, but do not authorize them t 
put their hands into the Treasury of the nation 
and dispense from it the charity which the facts 
in this case so strongly invoke. 

The committee say they have examined with 
earnest, yea anxious attention, the report of the 
committee of the House which originated the bil! 
in the hope that some established and approved 
precedent might be there presented, or that some 
view of the case might be there taken to change i 
from one of a mere appeal to the sympathies o! 
the Legislature, addressed by a most worthy and 
most unfortunate fellow-citizen, and therefore ren- 
dering resistance, even of an imperious officia 
duty, a more thankless and painful one. Sul, 
they had sought in vain. The report of the com- 
mittee of the House did not assume to bring for- 
ward a precedent for the bill, the passage of which 
it recommends, nor could the committee see that 
it placed the claim upon any other ground than 
that of worthy sympathy for severe and irremedi- 
able misfortune. Upon that ground Mr. Norris 
should make his way to the heart and the pocke! 
of every fellow-citizen possessing the pecuniary 
ability to administer to the wants of himself and 


prin- 











